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1. UNDERSTANDING THIS GUIDE – 

BACKGROUND AND KEY CONCEPTS 

Welcome to a pathway through the web of regulations that govern battery recycling! 

There is no single set of rules which regulate of the battery recycling industry. The 

rules rarely mention batteries, let alone familiar terms like ‘lead acid battery’ but are 

based on the chemicals contained in the battery. The condition of a used battery can 

change its categorization, Lithium batteries do not appear to be considered 

hazardous substances under work health and safety laws unless they are damaged. 

The weight of batteries you have, or the volume of chemicals inside the batteries can 

change which rules apply. Therefore, a cross-disciplinary project team of law 

students from Deakin University Law School and post-graduate battery chemists 

from storEnergy have put together a framework to help you navigate and understand 

your requirements. This covers minimising risks to human health and safety, 

protecting the environment and minimising risks from danger when transporting 

goods for the activities of transporting, storing and recycling used batteries. 

1.1. THE PROJECT SCOPE 

The task of bringing all of the regulations that relate to battery recycling from every 

jurisdiction is huge. This guide represents the first stage of an ongoing project. To 

make the first stage manageable, the team has only looked at two broad battery types 

and two jurisdictions.  

This guide is only currently focused on two broad types of battery: lead acid batteries 

and all lithium batteries that are not embedded in vehicles. The regulation of lead 

acid batteries is well-established and well-understood. Lithium batteries are an 

emerging technology, and the regulation is newer, so it was selected as an important 

battery class to cover. Sometimes lithium is subject to much stricter rules, sometimes 

it is overlooked. Other battery types are either less prevalent, or less onerously 

regulated. As this project progresses other battery types will be added.  

The guide currently only focuses on two jurisdictions: NSW and Victoria. This was 

not done to exclude any other State or Territory, but given the limited resources 

available to the initial project team we opted to focus on the two largest States with 

the largest volume of transactions. 

1.1.1. The Research 

The authors created the guide primarily through regulatory analysis and research. 

The research involved interviews, workshops and seminars with government and 
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industry stakeholders, and the generous contribution of the time, expertise and 

experience of ABRI members that aided us immensely. The project required 

contributors skilled in both chemistry and law, because both fields of knowledge are 

required to fully understand the regulations.  

 

1.1.2. The Purpose Of This Guide 

This guide seeks to provide a ‘one size fits all’ approach to the laws that apply to 

battery recycling in New South Wales and Victoria.  This guide is not intended to be 

legal advice. It provides an overview of the relevant laws, terminology, processes and 

licences you will need to operate in this space. Any time you see a term in italics, try 

to remember it, it is an important concept and should stand out like a red flag when 

you’re trying to understand the laws.  

To operate at any stage of the battery recycling process, an operator needs to obtain 

very specific approvals or licences for their business. That may require professional 

advice that is beyond the scope of this guide. When you apply this guide to the 

specific facts and circumstances of your own business, it should allow you to get 

more specific and accurate advice. With an understanding of the bigger picture, the 

fine detail should make more sense. 

To give a coherent overview of such a complicated set of laws, this guide necessarily 

simplifies things. Our aim has been to simplify accurately, and to point ABRI 

members to the sections of the regulations most relevant to them. 

1.1.3. Observations 

The rules do not appear to be as inconsistent as they first seem. The dangerous goods 

transportation laws in particular are largely identical in the States. The main 

differences are of process, where a different procedure may be used for licence 

applications from one State to another,  

While there are more differences in the environment protection laws, the 

classification of chemicals may have different codes and names in different States, 

but the chemicals that require tracking are generally the same.  

During this project the authors did not find any laws that were inconsistent, meaning 

that to follow one would break another. There are also some attempts to stop too 

much overlap, for example the work health and safety laws for hazardous chemicals 

or substances are exempted during transportation because the dangerous goods 

transport regulations provide an adequate safety regime. In NSW, the EPA has 
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proposed combining the licences required to transport dangerous goods and 

trackable waste. 

A big difficulty in interpreting the laws lies in knowing the exact chemical makeup of 

the goods that you are working with. It would be a useful addition to this guide to 

have all common battery chemistries explained and linked to the different 

categorisations in the different laws.  

1.1.4. Next Steps 

• Continue to develop this guide for all States and Territories in Australia.  

• Expand to cover other battery chemistries, which is especially important as 

the range of battery types is likely to grow considerably over the upcoming 

decades.  

• Developing a flowchart for priority/trackable waste  

1.1.4.1. What Still Needs To Be Investigated? 

Apart from other jurisdictions and battery types, there are some other issues still to 

be resolved: 

• The treatment of lithium batteries as trackable/priority waste 

• Classify all battery chemistries for the three sets of rules in each jurisdiction 

• Is the structure understandable? 

• Add a Trackable Waste flowchart, or add it to the main flowchart. It could be 

created for just lithium and lead acid, but this would be an oversimplification 

and therefore may not be very useful without a proper analysis of all used 

battery chemistries, and instruction as to how to estimate the quantity of 

substances within a load. For information on whether ULAB and ULiB are 

trackable please see below. 

1.1.4.2. What You Can Do To Help? 

This is, to the authors’ knowledge, the first guide of its kind to be created. It is still in 

its early testing stage, and we require your feedback to improve future iterations. The 

project team’s meetings with key industry professionals have been invaluable to our 

understanding of the issues you face. Some of the descriptions and examples are a 

direct response to questions or comments fielded by stakeholders. This is intended to 

be a practical guide. Rather than interpret the law and the chemistry, this guide is 

meant to be useful to people in the battery recycling industry. We can only hope to 

achieve that through your continued feedback and insight. There is no previous 

benchmark to compare this to, to base it on or to improve upon, or at least, there 

wasn’t until now.  
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1.2. WHICH LAWS REGULATE BATTERY RECYCLING? 

The transportation, storage and processing of used batteries generally fall under 

three sets of laws: dangerous goods transportation laws, environment protection 

laws and work safety laws. These vary from State to Territory. They may use different 

terminology to describe the same thing and are administered and enforced by 

different bodies.  

The regulations have three distinct but overlapping intentions:  

• The work safety laws are designed to protect workers from being hurt or 

killed at work, which includes safety around some battery chemicals.  

• The environment protection laws are designed to protect the 

environment and human health from dangerous spills and emissions.  

• The dangerous goods transportation laws are designed to protect 

people, property and the road against risks of fire, explosion and toxic 

emissions when transporting dangerous goods.  

The overlap can seem complicated, but when we show you an objective view, it 

should make much more sense. 

1.3. DANGEROUS GOOD OR HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCE? 

Each of these sets of laws uses different terminology to describe battery chemicals. 

Most batteries contain several chemicals. Lead acid batteries contain caustic acid, 

and lead. Lithium batteries vary considerably, depending on their type. These 

categories may cross over, in NSW for example lead acid batteries can be categorised 

as:  

• Dangerous goods (transport),  

• Trackable waste (environment), and  

• Hazardous chemicals (WHS see also GHS).  

The ADG Code defines classes of dangerous goods using the word ‘batteries’. The 

other regulations refer to groups of chemicals, where the presence of any of the listed 

chemicals in a battery will trigger the regulations. To help decipher this you can refer 

to this table. 

1.3.1. Dangerous Goods  

Are classified based on their specific safety risk (e.g. whether they are flammable or 

corrosive). Regulated by dangerous goods transportation laws. 

1.3.2. Hazardous Substances (Vic)/Chemicals (NSW)  

Commented [KH1]: Is this tips tricks: 

1.Everyone trying to achieve three overlapping objectives – 

prevent damange, protect environment, minimise risks to 

human health and safety 

2.Terminology may differ to achieve the same outcome so 

we’re going to give you some common words to look for 

e.g. hazardous versus dangerous are the ones that often 

cause confusion 

3.In general, environmental regulators issue environmental 

licences, WHS manage the transport but there are 

exceptions 

Commented [KH2]: Doesn’t Vic EPA regulation? Batteries 

are e-waste 

Commented [BR3R2]: It does mentions ‘waste…designed 

for the generation, transfer or measurement of an electric 

current’ but not ‘batteries’ per se 

https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sl-2014-0666#sch.1
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sl-2017-0404?query=((Repealed%3DN+AND+PrintType%3D%22act.reprint%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20220219000000))+OR+(Repealed%3DN+AND+PrintType%3D%22reprint%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20220219000000))+OR+(Repealed%3DN+AND+(PrintType%3D%22epi.reprint%22+OR+PrintType%3D%22epi.electronic%22)+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20220219000000)))+AND+Content%3D(%22Work+health+and+safety%22)&dQuery=Document+Types%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3EActs%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3ERegulations%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3EEPIs%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Search+In%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3EAll+Content%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Exact+Phrase%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3EWork+health+and+safety%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Point+In+Time%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3E19%2F02%2F2022%3C%2Fspan%3E%22#sec.5
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2021-09/GHS_Rev9E_0.pdf
https://www.ntc.gov.au/sites/default/files/assets/files/ADG%20Code%207.7_0.pdf
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Are classified based on their specific health risk (e.g. whether they are poisonous, or 

burn). They are regulated by work safety laws, and based on the UN GHS. 

1.3.3. (Hazardous) Waste - Priority (Vic)/Trackable (NSW)  

Is based on potential risks to the environment or human health. It is regulated by the 

environment protection laws. It may also be referred to as hazardous waste. There 

are more stringent regulations in Victoria when waste qualifies as priority waste and 

in NSW when it qualifies as trackable waste. 

 

1.4. WHO IS THE REGULATOR? 

Each of the three areas of law appoints an authority or regulator to administer and 

implement the law. The regulators are responsible for issuing licences, exemptions 

and approvals. They also administer reporting, monitoring, compliance and 

enforcement. Regulators are often responsible for creating regulations. The answer 

to the question posed above depends entirely on what law governs a particular 

activity, and where it is taking place. 

1.4.1. NSW 

SafeWork NSW (WHS) is responsible for all premises-based activities under the 

dangerous goods transport laws and all activities under the work safety laws. 

EPA NSW (environment and transport) is responsible for all non-premises-

based activities under the dangerous goods transport regulations and all activities 

under the environment protection laws. 

1.4.2. Victoria 

WorkSafe Victoria (WHS and transport) is responsible for all activities under 

the dangerous goods transport laws and the work safety laws. 

EPA Victoria (environment) is responsible for all activities under the 

environment protection laws. 

1.5. COMPLIANCE AND ENFORCEMENT 

EPA NSW, EPA Victoria, WorkSafe Victoria and SafeWork NSW all publish their 

compliance and enforcement policies (linked). The policies describe the different 

strategies these bodies use to ensure the aims of the laws are fulfilled. What is 

common to all is that a constructive approach is taken. Each policy has several pillars 

including education, giving advice, sharing information, monitoring and 

https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2021-09/GHS_Rev9E_0.pdf
https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/-/media/epa/corporate-site/resources/about/2021p3444-regulatory-policy.pdf
https://www.epa.vic.gov.au/about-epa/what-we-do/compliance-and-enforcement/epas-compliance-approach#:~:text=EPA%20takes%20an%20escalating%20approach,unlawful%20activity%20and%20remedy%20harm
https://www.worksafe.vic.gov.au/enforcement-policies-and-activities
https://www.safework.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/51725/national-compliance-enforcement-policy-3723.pdf
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enforcement not just penalties. The authorities that administer the regulations 

described in this guide are obligated to help you to understand and comply with the 

law and to work safely.  

1.6. SOME KEY LEGISLATIVE TERMS/CONCEPTS 

Even after reading this guide, and getting advice from the authorities, you may find 

yourself going to a piece of legislation to find answers. This is a brief description of 

some of the main types of laws. 

1.6.1. Acts 

Acts are drafted and have to be passed through both houses of parliament (except for 

Queensland which only has one house). The federal government has the power to 

make laws about certain things that are listed in the Constitution. Laws about 

anything else are made by the States. Acts usually describe the main concepts in the 

law, give power to authorities that will administer the law, and define terms. They 

also often set out penalties for non-compliance. 

1.6.2. Regulations 

Regulations are usually made by the regulator, such as the EPA or SafeWork. They 

provide much of the mechanical detail, setting out how the law works. Most of the 

processes and procedures that you will have to follow are contained in the 

regulations. As an example, the Environment Protection Act 2017 (Vic) defines 

reportable priority waste and sets out penalties for failing to perform certain duties. 

The Environment Protection Regulations 2021 (Vic) describe lead or lead 

compounds as being reportable priority waste and describes the licences required in 

order to fulfil the obligations set out in the Act. 

1.6.3. The ADG Code 

The Australian Dangerous Goods Code is an Act of the Federal Parliament that is 

based on the United Nations Agreement Concerning the International Carriage of 

Dangerous Goods by Road. Because it is giving force to an international treaty, the 

federal government can make a law about it, but because road transport is something 

the States make laws about, each state has its own Act that implements the federal 

law. This means that the dangerous goods laws are very consistent with only a few 

procedural differences. It is also the reason why other laws are less likely to be 

consistent, as there is no unifying template to base them on.  

https://content.legislation.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-06/17-51aa005%20authorised.pdf
https://content.legislation.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-11/21-47sra006%20authorised.pdf
https://www.ntc.gov.au/sites/default/files/assets/files/ADG%20Code%207.7_0.pdf
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1.7. CLASSIFICATION OF USED BATTERIES 

Three sets of rules classify used batteries: the Australian Code for the Transport of 

Dangerous Goods by Road & Rail (ADG Code) and the State based environmental 

protection and work health and safety laws. The classifications in the ADG Code are 

the same in all the States, but the environmental protection laws can differ from 

State to State. 

The following tables show how Used Lead Acid Batteries (ULAB), Used Lithium 

Batteries (ULiB) and Other Used Batteries (including: Alkaline, Nickel Cadmium 

(NiCd) and Nickel-metal Hydride (NiMH) batteries) are classified under the ADG 

Code and the EPA regulations in both New South Wales and Victoria. 

1.7.1. Used Lead Acid Batteries 

ULABs are some of the most clearly regulated and understood goods to transport. 

1.7.1.1. ADG Code 

ULABs are a Class 8 Corrosive Dangerous Good in all States and Territories. 

1.7.1.2. Environmental Protection Laws 

In NSW, ULABs are trackable waste. 

In Victoria, ULABs contain Class 2 substances and are Category A priority waste 

reportable for transactions and transport, the highest category for industrial waste. 

1.7.1.3. Work Health and Safety Laws 

In NSW, ULABs are hazardous chemicals 

In Victoria, ULABs are hazardous substances 

1.7.2. Used Lithium Batteries 

ULiBs are emerging technology and are less clearly regulated than ULABs. More 

research is necessary before this project can give clear instructions as to the 

treatment of lithium batteries and cells under environment protection tracking 

regulations. 

1.7.2.1. ADG Code 

ULiBs are a Class 9 Miscellaneous Dangerous Good in all States and Territories. 

1.7.2.2. Environmental Protection Laws 

In NSW, ULiBs appear to be category 1 trackable waste. 

 

https://www.ntc.gov.au/sites/default/files/assets/files/ADG%20Code%207.7_0.pdf
https://www.ntc.gov.au/sites/default/files/assets/files/ADG%20Code%207.7_0.pdf
https://www.ntc.gov.au/sites/default/files/assets/files/ADG%20Code%207.7_0.pdf
https://www.ntc.gov.au/sites/default/files/assets/files/ADG%20Code%207.7_0.pdf
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In Victoria, ULiBs contain class 2 substances and appear to be category A priority 

waste reportable for transactions and transport. 

1.7.2.3. Work Health and Safety Laws 

In NSW, ULiBs do not appear to be hazardous chemicals unless they are damaged. 

In Victoria, ULiBs do not appear to be hazardous substances unless they are 

damaged 

1.7.3. Other Used Batteries 

1.7.3.1. ADG Code 

Alkaline, NiCd and NiMH batteries are not regulated for transport within Australia. 

1.7.3.2. Environmental Protection Laws 

In NSW, NiCd and NiMH are trackable waste. 

In Victoria, NiCd and NiMH contain Class 3 substances. They are Category A 

priority waste reportable for transactions and transport. 

1.7.3.3. Work Health and Safety Laws 

Further research is needed to determine this. 

1.8. MIXED LOADS 

The regulations treat mixed loads a little differently, any lithium batteries or cells 

under the dangerous goods regulations will trigger the more onerous rules, but the 

picture is less straightforward for environmental protection regulations.  

1.8.1. Dangerous Goods Laws 

Under the dangerous goods laws any amount of lithium above the very small 

minimum thresholds will trigger the packing and other requirements for lithium. 

One difficulty for mixed battery recycling streams is that consumers will rarely 

adhere to the ADG Code when depositing used batteries in recycling streams. A 

solution to this issue will have to balance safety and the business viability of recycling 

streams. This may involve a mix of tools, including: specific packaging design, 

consumer education and a detailed examination of the risks posed by lithium 

batteries as a small percentage of mixed recycling streams. 

The exemptions that apply to lead acid batteries will likewise not apply if there is any 

amount of another type of dangerous goods mixed with the load. 
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1.8.2. Environmental Protection Laws 

The laws regarding hazardous waste only apply where there is a minimum threshold 

volume or mass of a classified substance present in the load. The problem with this 

method is that to rely on an exemption when transporting large loads, it is necessary 

to determine the exact amount of certain substances in the load. If in doubt, it is 

preferable to track the waste. 

1.8.2.1. NSW 

In NSW it is ‘200 kilograms of category 1 trackable waste in any load’ (Protection of 

the Environment Operations Act 1997 s 48(3)). This wording suggests that it is the 

mass of the substances themselves and not the total mass or volume of the load that 

is relevant.  

1.8.2.2. Victoria 

In Victoria the threshold is priority waste transported ‘as a net load that is less than 

50 litres’ (Environment Protection Regulations 2021 (Vic) s 72(2)(b)). Again, the 

wording suggests that it is the volume of the specific substances rather than the total 

volume of the load.  

1.9. SOME IDENTIFIED DIFFERENCES BETWEEN 

JURISDICITONS 

This is a list of some of the differences between the New South Wales and Victorian 

regulations. It is not comprehensive. During the research phase of this initial project 

the team undertook a line-by-line comparison of parts of at least 4 different 

instruments and the result is a very long and complicated table that may not make 

things clearer in this guide. Instead, here is a list of important differences to watch 

for. It is important to stress that any simplification of the rules such as this is 

intended to be informative but can’t replace due diligence in understanding the law 

as it relates to your specific business and processes. This section is still in 

development, so any feedback on differences you would like to see included would be 

welcome. 

1.9.1. Dangerous Goods Regulations 

The dangerous goods regulations, being based on the ADG Code are the most 

consistent across NSW and Victoria, and indeed throughout Australia. The 

classification of dangerous goods, packing requirements, labelling, and 

documentation all implement the ADG Code. There are nevertheless some 

differences. 

https://www.ntc.gov.au/sites/default/files/assets/files/ADG%20Code%207.7_0.pdf
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1.9.1.1. Vehicle Licencing 

In Victoria, each rigid vehicle or trailer will need an individual licence number. In 

NSW all the vehicles in a fleet have the same licence number. That said, in both 

jurisdictions an application must be made for each individual vehicle and a fee paid 

for each one. That fee is considerably higher in NSW. The main difference appears to 

be that in filling out paperwork in NSW the operator will only ever need to enter one 

vehicle licence number.  

1.9.1.2. Driver Licencing  

The requirements are slightly different in each jurisdiction as detailed below. 

1.9.1.3. Retention of Documents 

Victoria requires a paper copy of Dangerous Goods Transportation Documents to be 

stored by the Prime Contractor. In NSW, and all other jurisdictions, it appears to be 

sufficient to keep an electronic copy. For more detail see below. 

1.9.2. Environment Protection Laws 

1.9.2.1. Licencing 

Victoria has a three-tiered system of licencing compared to NSW which is mainly 

limited to a single tier as detailed in the Storage and Transportation sections. 

1.9.2.2. Classification of Waste 

The biggest differences in the classification of waste is what it is called, and the 

minimum threshold of classified substances is greater in NSW than in Victoria. The 

treatment of the main battery chemicals has some variation, but lead is lead and 

trackable in both States, where lithium itself is not trackable, but other chemicals 

present in lithium batteries may be trackable where there is a sufficient aggregate 

quantity of them to meet the minimum threshold. For more information see the 

Table of Battery Chemicals and Regulations below. 

1.9.3. Work Health and Safety Laws 

1.9.3.1. During the Transportation of Hazardous Chemicals 

Both NSW and Victoria have exemptions for the transportation of chemicals or 

substances that the Work Health and Safety Laws usually regulate. So, the laws still 

apply to unloading and loading, but the requirements in transit come from the ADG 

Code. In NSW, however, if a substance is regulated by the WH&S laws, but is not 

regulated by the ADG Code, the WH&S laws still appear to apply to transportation. 
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                  1.9.3.2.  During the Storage of Hazardous Chemicals  

NSW implemented the National Work Health and Safety regulation, whereas VIC has 

their own version of Work Health and Safety Regulation; the occupational health and 

safety act 2004. Both regulations contain similar contexts, with the objectives to 

protect workers and other persons from harm by requiring duty holders to eliminate 

or minimise risk.  

 

1.10. LICENCES, PERMITS & PERMISSIONS 

Licences, permits, permissions, registrations and authorisations are all different 

terms for an approval to carry out an activity. Often the different name will reflect a 

different level of risk. Victoria has more variations of licences than NSW as explained 

below. More specific details of the licences you require can be found in the Storage 

and Transportation sections below. The short version if you see any of the words 

above is this: They all operate similarly to a driver’s licence in that they must be 

applied for, granted by the authority, and can be renewed or revoked by the authority 

that grants them. 

1.10.1. Licencing Under Dangerous Goods Laws 

There are some differences in application procedures between the States, but licences 

are called the same thing nationwide. A valid dangerous goods driver licence issued 

by another State or Territory is valid in both NSW and Victoria. 

Licences: To transport a placard load, both the driver and vehicle must be licenced. 

Approvals: A person may apply for specific exemptions to the regulations. For 

example, if they have a new kind of packaging that is suitable for transporting 

dangerous goods. If granted, this approval operates like a licence. It may be revoked 

and may need to be reapplied for. 

1.10.2. Licencing Under Environment Protection Laws 

Victoria: Victoria broadly calls all of its licences permissions. These are divided into 

licences (development and operating), permits, and registrations. The main 

difference between the three categories is the severity of the penalty for operating 

without one. 

• Licences are required for high-risk activities.  

• Permits are required for medium-risk activities.  

https://auc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/wordeditorframe.aspx?ui=en-gb&rs=en-gb&wopisrc=https%3A%2F%2Fdeakin365.sharepoint.com%2Fsites%2FABRIstorEnergy%2F_vti_bin%2Fwopi.ashx%2Ffiles%2Fa710e163a0e348b98d3160b02bd234bc&wdenableroaming=1&mscc=1&hid=82366dfe-8c3d-6916-2177-998e4ff6f3da-462&uiembed=1&uih=teams&uihit=files&hhdr=1&dchat=1&sc=%7B%22pmo%22%3A%22https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%22%2C%22pmshare%22%3Atrue%2C%22surl%22%3A%22%22%2C%22curl%22%3A%22%22%2C%22vurl%22%3A%22%22%2C%22eurl%22%3A%22https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Ffiles%2Fapps%2Fcom.microsoft.teams.files%2Ffiles%2F3213901699%2Fopen%3Fagent%3Dpostmessage%26objectUrl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fdeakin365.sharepoint.com%252Fsites%252FABRIstorEnergy%252FShared%2520Documents%252FGeneral%252FReport%2520Drafts%252FABRI%2520guide%252020220208.docx%26fileId%3Da710e163-a0e3-48b9-8d31-60b02bd234bc%26fileType%3Ddocx%26ctx%3Dfiles%26scenarioId%3D462%26locale%3Den-gb%26theme%3Ddefault%26version%3D21120606800%26setting%3Dring.id%3Ageneral%26setting%3DcreatedTime%3A1644450573880%22%7D&wdorigin=TEAMS-ELECTRON.teams.files&wdhostclicktime=1644450573824&jsapi=1&jsapiver=v1&newsession=1&corrid=01fe6eee-c102-4d75-8a4d-239af642001c&usid=01fe6eee-c102-4d75-8a4d-239af642001c&sftc=1&sams=1&accloop=1&sdr=6&scnd=1&sat=1&hbcv=1&htv=1&hodflp=1&instantedit=1&wopicomplete=1&wdredirectionreason=Unified_SingleFlush&rct=Unknown&ctp=LeastProtected#_Placard_Load
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• Registrations are required for lower-risk activities.  

A full list of the activities to which the different types of permission apply is found in 

Schedule 1 of the Environment Protection Regulations 2021 (Vic). 

NSW: Always called licences. The activities which require a licence are listed in 

Schedule 1 of the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 (NSW). These 

include chemical storage, resource recovery, waste disposal and storage, and the 

transportation of trackable waste. 

1.10.3. Licencing Under Health and Safety Laws 

The NSW and Victorian Health and Safety regulations do have licencing provisions, 

but these are only peripherally relevant to battery recycling, for example a fork-lift 

operator must be licenced, though the licencing does not specifically relate to moving 

battery chemicals. 

  

Commented [KH4]: Is this miscellaneous or other fadtors? 

The table below is very helpful 
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2. STORAGE  

2.1. INTRODUCTION TO SAFE STORAGE OF USED 

BATTERIES 

This section is designed to inform businesses on how to safely store used batteries by 

complying with the regulatory obligations in both New South Wales (NSW) and 

Victoria (VIC). The guide outlines the general steps you need to follow to store, 

process, or recycle batteries, including ULAB (Used Lead Acid Batteries), used 

lithium batteries,. This guide does not cover a comprehensive checklist or constitute 

legal advice. References and resources are included to help your business to find the 

information you need. 

 

This section  covers three main areas of battery storage: 

 Permission or licence to undertake storage and sorting of batteries  

 Environmental Obligations under EPA VIC/NSW  

 Work health and safety obligations under Worksafe (VIC) or Safework (NSW) 

2.1.1. Storage Licencing  

To determine whether you need a licence for your premises and provides other 

licencing information about: 

 What is a licence/permission? 

 How and where to apply for a licence  

 Licencing threshold  

 Where to find resources under the environmental authority/ government 

department  

2.1.2. Environmental Obligations 

The ‘general environmental duties’ which EPA regulates in NSW and VIC including:  

 What is your waste duty or waste classification? 

 Management of used batteries 

 EPA storage requirements of batteries including ULAB, lithium, mixed etc.  

2.1.3. Work Health and Safety Obligations  

The general work health and safety duties which are regulated by Worksafe (VIC) 

Safework (NSW) in relation to the storage of batteries, including:  
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 What are dangerous goods/ hazardous chemicals? 

 What are the relevant work health and safety procedure for your business to 

store batteries?  

 Do you need to notify Worksafe/Safework? 

 Do you need to apply for a licence under Worksafe/SafeWork?  

2.2. PERMISSION OR LICENCE TO UNDERTAKE 

STORAGE AND SORTING OF BATTERIES  

The types of approval that are required for your business depend on the type of 

activities your business is engaged with. The sorting and storing of hazardous waste 

will generally require an environmental approval. Each state/territory has their own 

environmental authority, which are listed below. 

Relevant environmental authorities/ government departments for the 

states/territories are: 

• NSW: NSW Environmental Protection Authority  

• VIC: VIC Environmental Protection Authority  

• QLD: Queensland Department of Environment and Science  

• WA: Department of Water and Environmental regulation  

• Act: ACT Environment Protection Authority  

• NT: NT Environmental Protection Authority  

• SA: SA Environment Protection Authority  

2.3. WHAT TYPE OF LICENCE DO I NEED?  

2.3.1. Victoria  

Licence/ 

permission  
Threshold  

AO2b licence  
Reprocessing specified e-waste at a design capacity of more 

than 500 tonnes per year 

AO2c registration  
Reprocessing specified e-waste at a design capacity of less 

than 500 tonnes per year 

A13 permission  
For the receipt, storage, and processing of many waste types, 

including non-specified e-waste (non-rechargeable batteries) 

 

Commented [AKW5]: Which batteries are hazardous 

goods? Need to include the part about which batteries are 

hazardous goods before this section or clarify here  

Clarification of what type of batteries you’re talking about in 

each section  

Commented [AKW6]: e-waste defined as what- are all 

batteries e-waste or hat is the difference between lithium and 

alkaline etc  

https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.epa.vic.gov.au/
https://www.des.qld.gov.au/
https://dwer.wa.gov.au/
https://www.accesscanberra.act.gov.au/s/article/environment-protection-tab-overview
https://ntepa.nt.gov.au/
https://www.epa.sa.gov.au/
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Note: If you are uncertain in relation to what types of permission you might need, 

you could complete and submit a permissions proposal pathway form to EPA. Refer 

to the EPA Permissions proposal pathway guideline to help you with your application. 

For details of the types of permission/licence and its threshold requirements, see 

here. 

 

2.3.2. New South Wales  

 

Activity  Threshold  

Resource Recovery  

1000 tonnes or 1000 m3 on-site at any one time, 

processing more than 6000 tonnes a year (regulated 

area) 

2500 tonnes or 2500 m3 on-site at any time, processing 

more than 12,000 tonnes a year (outside the regulated 

area) 

Waste processing  

1000 tonnes or 1000 m3 on-site at any one time, 

processing more than 6000 tonnes a year (regulated 

area) 

2500 tonnes or 2500 m3 on-site at any time, processing 

more than 12,000 tonnes a year (outside the regulated 

area) 

Waste storage 

1000 tonnes or 1000 m3 stored on-site at any one 

time, storing more than 6000 tonnes a year (regulated 

area) 

2500 tonnes or 2500 m3 stored on-site at any time, 

storing more than 12,000 tonnes a year (outside the 

regulated area) 

 

 

Note: If you are uncertain in relation to what types of licence you might need, NSW 

provides a guide that explains how and where to apply for a licence, how licence fees 

are calculated, and what you may need to do even if you are not required to hold a 

licence.  

2.4. HOW TO APPLY FOR A LICENCE/PERMISSION  

 

https://www.epa.vic.gov.au/about-epa/publications/1995
https://www.epa.vic.gov.au/for-business/permissions/licences/types-of-operating-licences/waste-treatment-disposal-transport-and-recycling
https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/licensing-and-regulation/licensing/environment-protection-licences/guide-to-licensing
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2.4.1. Victorian Premises Licences 

 

2.4.1.1. Licence  

 

Licence sits in the highest-risk tier of EPA VIC’s permission scheme. if your business 

is applying for a development/operating licence, you need to submit an application 

online through the EPA Portal. Documents/ information required include:  

 

• Your activity category/location  

• Waste information  

• Risk assessment/risk management  

See How to apply for a licence for a detailed list of what should be included in your 

application. 

 

2.4.1.2. Permit  

A permit enables your business to legally engage in a low complexity activity with 

medium to high risk. It sits in the medium risk tier of EPA VIC’s permission scheme. 

you need to submit an application online through the EPA Portal. Documents/ 

information required include:  

• Scheduled permission activity, location, and waste information  

• Proposed activity, environmental risk, risk considerations  

See How to apply for a permit for a detailed list of what should be included in your 

application.  

2.4.1.3. Registration  

A registration enables your business to legally engage in low to moderate risk 

activities. For example, temporary storage of the wasted batteries. You need to 

submit an application online through the EPA Portal. Documents/ information 

required include:  

• Scheduled permission activity/location  

• Waste information and Registration and vehicle detail  

https://portal365.epa.vic.gov.au/
https://www.epa.vic.gov.au/for-business/permissions/licences/how-to-apply-for-a-licence
https://portal365.epa.vic.gov.au/
https://www.epa.vic.gov.au/for-business/permissions/permits/how-to-apply-for-a-permit
https://portal365.epa.vic.gov.au/
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See How to apply for a registration for a detailed list of what should be included in your 

application.  

2.4.2. New South Wales Premises Licences 

There are three types of application forms: premises, Waste Transport, and 

Mobile Waste Processor.  

Storage licences concern with premises-based activities, scheduled development 

work and non-scheduled activities likely to cause water pollution. You must apply for 

a licence before undertaking any scheduled activity or scheduled development work. 

You need to  submit an application online through the  e-connect. 

Documents/information required include:  

• the applicant details 
• the proposed licence type 
• relevant development consent information including approval documents 
• any scheduled or non-scheduled activities proposed to be undertaken by the 

applicant 
• any spatial information and other documentation required as part of the 

application 

 

See Guide to Licencing for a detailed list of what should be included in your 

application  

 

2.5. YOUR ENVIRONMENTAL OBLIGATIONS 

 

2.5.1. Managing Used Batteries  

2.5.1.1. Victoria  

Permissions(licencing) work alongside the general environmental duty, ensuring 

standards and conditions are met. Under EPA VIC, most batteries fall under 

electronic waste(e-waste) and are classified as priority waste duty. Lead acid 

batteries (waste code D220) and nickel-cadmium batteries (Waste Code D150) 

are classified as reportable priority waste. To operate and comply with the 

environmental requirements, you need to understand your waste duties.  

 Refer to EPA waste code guidelines for full list of classifications 

The EPA has established a guide to help you to manage your waste. Their main 

recommendations are: 

https://www.epa.vic.gov.au/for-business/permissions/registrations/how-to-apply-for-a-registration
https://apps.epa.nsw.gov.au/epabusinessportal/poeo-login
https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/licensing-and-regulation/licensing/environment-protection-licences/guide-to-licensing
https://www.epa.vic.gov.au/about-epa/publications/iwrg822-4
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• Classification of your waste helps to determine what types of waste duties 

your business is subjected to. 

• Take reasonable steps to contain your waste, to take reasonable steps to 

contain your waste, to prevent escape or contamination  

• isolate your waste to enable resource recovery to occur  

• provide information regarding the waste to the next person in the 

supply chain so that they can meet their duties  

• take reasonable steps to identify and assess alternatives to waste 

disposal. 

 

 Refer to EPA website for more information in relation to your waste duties 

 

 

2.5.1.1.1. Table 1. Controlling Hazards and Risks (Table 

from the EPA Website)  
 

 

Step Action Description  

1 Identify 

hazards 

Identify all hazards (e.g fire, chemical spill) from waste batteries 

could cause harm to human health and environment  

2 Assess risks  Assess the risk, based on the likelihood of the hazard causing 

harm, and the consequence of that harm  

3 Implement 

controls 

Implement suitable control measures based on what is reasonably 

practicable for your business  

4 Check controls Check controls regularly to make sure they are working, well 

maintained, effective and remain the most appropriate option  

 

 

2.5.1.1.2. Table 2. Battery Types, Hazards, Chemistry, and 

Specific Storage Requirements (Adopted from the EPA 

Website)  
 

https://www.epa.vic.gov.au/for-business/waste/waste-classification/how-to-classify-waste
https://www.epa.vic.gov.au/for-business/waste/waste-duties/priority-waste
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Battery 

type  

Hazards Chemicals 

and metals 

of concern  

Recommended 

storage 

container  

Specific storage 

requirements (Note: Not 

limited to the lists below)  

Used lead 

acid  

Toxic metals, 

corrosive  

Sulfuric acid, 

lead  

Store upright on 

a 

pallet (no more 

than 

two layers of 

batteries). 

Secure with 

nonconductive 

strapping 

for transport. 

• Wear appropriate 

personal protective 

equipment included 

acid resistant gloves 

and safety glasses, and 

safety boots.  

• ULABS are heavy, you 

should set lifting 

precautions at your 

facility 

• Store ULAB separate 

from other types of 

batteries on a plastic 

pallet /container. E.g.: 

if using a pallet, store 

ULAB batteries upright 

with no more than two 

layers of batteries.  

Lithium 

and 

lithium-

ion 

batteries 

(small and 

large)  

Ignition 

source, 

combustible, 

potential toxic 

gas release in 

combustion 

scenarios  

Lithium, iron, 

cadmium, 

cobalt, 

manganese  

Maximum of 

30 kg in 

container  

• UN approved container 
for sorted and unsorted 
collections 

• Protect battery 
terminals/loose wires 
using non-conductive 
tape 

• Fill containers with 
electric non-conductive 
material  

• Large lithium batteries 
may require storage 
and packaging on 
wrapped pallets  

• Recommended to keep 
lithium-ion batteries at 
least 10m apart from 
other dangerous goods 
that are 
combustible/flammable  

• Damaged, defective, 
leaking batteries should 
be individually 
packaged and 
protected: refer to 
packaging instruction 
P908 in the ADG Code.  
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Alkaline  Corrosive, 

respiratory, 

eye and skin 

irrigation  

Manganese, 

potassium 

hydroxide, 

zinc  

200L 

container  

 

Mixed 

batteries 

(e.g. Li-ion 

and 

alkaline 

batteries) 

Ignition 

source toxic 

metals, 

corrosive 

flammability  

Varies 

depending on 

batteries in 

mixed load  

Maximum of 

30 kg in 

container  

• Follow ADG code 

packing instruction 

P908 if you are packing 

a mixed load with 

lithium for transport.  

 

 Refer to the storage and management of waste batteries-guideline by EPA for more 

information in relation to storage of waste batteries. 

 

2.5.1.2. New South Wales  

EPA NSW sets out the below requirements to manage waste lead acid 

batteries in addition to the general regulatory requirements.   

 Licensing requirements 

• This is discussed in detail in the licencing section  

 

 Waste tracking requirements  

• Waste lead acid batteries destined for re-use that are transported solely within NSW 

are exempted ted from waste tracking requirements  

• Waste lead acid batteries transported between NSW and another state or territory must 

be tracked  

• This is discussed in detail in the transport section  

 

 Classifying waste  

• EPA NSW requires you to classify waste into one of the six categories  
▪ special waste 
▪ liquid waste 
▪ hazardous waste 
▪ restricted solid waste 
▪ general solid waste (putrescible) 
▪ general solid waste (non-putrescible) 
 
Refer to the classifying waste guide for more information 

 

 

 

2.6. YOUR WORK HEALTH AND SAFETY OBLIGATIONS  

https://www.epa.vic.gov.au/about-epa/publications/2018
https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/your-environment/waste/classifying-waste/waste-classification-guidelines


 

 21 

This section outlines your general storage obligations under the work health and 

safety laws in New South Wales and Victoria. The Work Health and Safety 

obligations is regulated by Safework in NSW and Worksafe in Victoria; therefore, it is 

important that you always consult with these two regulatory bodies if you encounter 

any problems in complying with the Work Health and Safety procedures. Worksafe 

and Safework are directly regulating on dangerous goods and hazardous 

substances. it is vital to understand the classification of dangerous goods and 

hazardous substances to understand how the regulations apply to the storage of 

batteries.  

2.6.1. Dangerous Goods and Hazardous substances 

Dangerous Goods refer to Goods that have chemical effects, such as 

  flammable liquids (petrol, kerosene, turpentine, flammable paints etc.) 

 corrosives (hydrochloric acid) 

 flammable gases (LP Gas) 

 non-flammable non-toxic gases (CO2) (Worksafe 2022)  

 asbestos 

 explosives  

 

Hazardous Substances refer to substances that cam harm people’s health, such as  

 acute toxins such as cyanide 

 substances harmful after repeated or prolonged exposure such as mercury and silica  

 corrosives such as sulphuric acid and caustic soda 

 irritants such as ammonia  

 sensitising agents such as isocyanates  

 cancer-causing substances(carcinogens) such as benzene and vinyl chlprode (Worksafe 

2022).  

 

2.6.1.1. Classification of Dangerous Goods and Hazardous 

Substances  

Dangerous goods and hazardous substances are governed by different laws. Dangerous 

goods refer to goods which have immediate chemical effects, hazardous substances refer to 

substances which have potential health impacts, whether acute or chronic. A substance can 

be classified as both dangerous and hazardous.  

Batteries are generally classified as dangerous goods. 

• Used lead acid- batteries are classified both as hazardous substance and dangerous goods. 

This means that you must refer to both the Work Health Safety regulation and the Dangerous 

Goods Code to comply with all the regulatory requirements.  

• Lithium batteries are classified as dangerous goods in transportation, and depends on its 

conditions, it may also be classified as hazardous goods. This means that in most cases, you 

will only need to consult with the dangerous goods regulation.  
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• To ensure you are complying with the regulatory requirements, you should always check the 

chemistry components it contained, not the battery it is.   

 

2.6.1.2. Determining Dangerous Goods and Hazardous 

Substances   

Under the WHS Regulation, a PCBU who manufactures or imports a substance, 

mixture or article must determine whether the substance, mixture/ article is a 

hazardous chemical. They must ensure the chemical is correctly classified as per the 

GHS.    

Hazard classification in the GHS requires three steps: 

1. Identify the relevant data for hazards of a substance, mixture, or article  

2. Review the data to determine the hazards associated with the substance, mixture, or 

article, and  

3. Determine whether the substance, mixture or article will be classified as hazardous 

and in which classes and categories (SafeWork Australia classifying hazardous 

chemicals National Guide)   

 

 Some resources to help you:  

• GHS 3rd revised edition  

• Classification and labelling for workplace hazardous chemicals poster 

• Classifying hazardous chemicals National Guide  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.unece.org/trans/danger/publi/ghs/ghs_rev03/03files_e.html
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/doc/classification-and-labelling-workplace-hazardous-chemicals-poster
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/doc/classifying-hazardous-chemicals-national-guide
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2.6.1.3. Flowchart 1. Steps to Follow if you Store Batteries in 

your Workplace   

 

 

 Some resources to help you:  

• Dangerous Goods:Safety basics-understand what dangerous goods are, and 

requirements managing them (VIC)  

• Storage and handling of dangerous goods (NSW)  

 

 

 

2.6.2. Victoria  

In Victoria, refer to Dangerous Goods (Storage and Handling) Regulation 2012 for the 

storage and handling of dangerous goods, refer to Occupational Health and Safety 

Regulations for handling of hazardous substances. Your health and safety obligations are 

Are the batteries you 
stored classfied as 

hazardous/dangerous 
goods? 

Yes

Identify all batteries stored and handled ar your premises. Manufactuerer and suppliers 
must supply you with a *safety data sheet (SDS)

Must identify the hazards related to the batteries at your premises, 
assess the risks if necessary, and implement risk controls

You must notify Worksafe/Safework  if your workplace stores 
or hadnles quantities of dangerous goods in excess of the 

*quantities specified in the regulation. Sites that store/ 
handle / process large quantities of harzard chemicals may be 

deembed to be major hazard facilities under the regulation 
and you may need to apply a licence for that .

No

https://www.worksafe.vic.gov.au/dangerous-goods-safety-basics
https://www.worksafe.vic.gov.au/dangerous-goods-safety-basics
https://www.safework.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/50729/storage-handling-dangerous-goods-1354.pdf
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regulated under Worksafe Vic. ULAB is classified as both dangerous goods and hazardous 

substance in Victoria. ULib is classified as dangerous goods in transportation, and 

depending on its conditions, it may also be classified as hazardous substances. A summary of 

the Dangerous Goods Storage Regulation is listed below.  

 

 

 

 

2.6.2.1. Dangerous Goods Storage Regulation (VIC ONLY) 

 

 

Table 1. Key Sections of Dangerous Goods (Storage and Handling) 

Regulation 2012  

 

*The table is only a summary and does not cover a full list of your obligations, refer to code 

of practice: The storage and handling of dangerous goods for a comprehensive checklist of 

regulatory requirements.  

 

Relevant chapters and 

sections  

content  Your obligations  

 

Pt 3, subdivision 1 Duties 

of Manufactures and 

Suppliers: General duties  

Outlines general duties as 

battery manufactures and 

suppliers, including 

determination of 

dangerous goods, and 

marking and labelling 

requirements.  

You must ensure the 

batteries stored are 

assigned either: 

 • the appropriate class, 

subsidiary risk and 

packing group in 

accordance with the 

Dangerous Goods 

(Transport by Road or 

Rail) Regulations 2008 

(which use the ADG Code 

classification system) or 

corresponding legislation, 

or •  

a hazard class according to 

the GHS 

https://www.worksafe.vic.gov.au/?https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worksafe.vic.gov.au%2F
https://www.worksafe.vic.gov.au/resources/code-practice-storage-and-handling-dangerous-goods
https://www.worksafe.vic.gov.au/resources/code-practice-storage-and-handling-dangerous-goods
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Outlines duties in relation 

to preparing a safety data 

sheet (SDS) and what 

should be included in the 

(SDS).  

You must prepare a SDS 

for l. You should include: 

• ADG classification/ 
GHS class  

• Chemical and 
physical properties  

• Chemical name of 
the individual 
ingredients in the 
dangerous goods 

• Any relevant health 
hazard information  

• Information on pre-
cautions for the safe 
use of the 
dangerous goods  

 

 Pt 4 Duties of occupiers: 

Risk Control (specific and 

general duties)  

Outlines general and 

specific duties in relation 

to risk assessment, control 

to your site and to ensure 

the safety of employees  

• You have a general 
duty to ensure any 
risk associated with 
the storage and 
handling of 
dangerous goods at 
your premises is 
eliminate or 
reduced  

• You have a general 
duty to ensure any 
risks to workers is 
eliminated or 
reduced  

• Specific duties 
include isolation: 
separating batteries 
from persons 
/property by wither 
distance or a 
physical barrier 

Pt 4 Duties of occupiers: 

preparedness for incidents 

and emergencies  

Outlines duties in relation 

to fire risk control, 

placarding etc.  

 

• .You must display 
‘HAZCHEM’ outer 
warning placards at 
your premises, if 
the quantities of 
dangerous goods 
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stored and handled 
at your premises 
exceed the 
‘Placarding 
Quantity ‘in 
Schedule 2 of the 
DG (S&H) 
Regulations  

• You must store lead 
acid batteries/ 
mixed batteries 
away from ignition 
sources  

Pt 5 Notification  Outlines your reporting 

duties to Work safe 

See flowchart 1. For your 

notification duty.  

 

 

 

 

2.6.3. New South Wales  

In NSW, refer to the Work Health and Safety regulation for handling of hazardous 

substances. Refers to Australian Dangerous Goods code for handling of dangerous goods. 

Your health and safety obligations are regulated under Safework NSW. ULAB is classified as 

both dangerous goods and hazardous substance in Victoria. ULib is classified as dangerous 

goods in transportation, and depending on its conditions, it may also be classified as 

hazardous substances. A summary of the model work health safety laws is listed below. 

 

 

2.6.3.1. National Work Health and Safety Regulation (NSW) 

 

The model WHS laws is a federal regulation which has been implemented in all 

jurisdictions except for Victoria and WA. They are dealing with hazardous chemicals, 

which are classified on their potential health impacts. if your business is operated in 

NSW, you should refer to the Model Work Health Safety laws.  

 

Table 1. Key Sections of Model Work Health Safety Laws 
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Relevant chapters 

and sections  

content Your obligations  

 

Part 4.2 Hazardous 

Manual Tasks, p91 

Manufactures/ designers 

need to eliminate the 

need for any hazardous 

manual task to be carried 

out in connection with 

the plant or structure. 

Lifting precautions for 

lead acid batteries  

-batteries are heavy and 

often exceed the 

recommended lifting 

weight of 15 kg  

Part 3.2 General 

Workplace 

Management, 

Division 8 

‘Hazardous 

Atmospheres”.  

P59  

A person conducting a 

business or undertaking 

at a workplace must 

manage risks to health 

and safety associated 

with an ignition source 

in a hazardous 

atmosphere at the 

workplace, in accordance 

with 

Part 3.1. 

Lead Acid batteries and 

mixed batteries are 

considered as potential 

ignite source, so 

appropriate steps must 

be taken to eliminate this 

risk.  

Part 1.1 introductory 

matter definition of 

‘Hazardous chemicals 

‘  

 

P 16  

 

a substance, mixture, or 

article that 

satisfies the criteria for 

any one or more hazard 

classes in the 

GHS (including a 

classification referred to 

in Schedule 6), 

 

Wet lead acid batteries 

contain hazardous acids 

and are classified under 

the GHS as a hazardous 

chemical/  
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3. TRANSPORTATION 

Transportation of used batteries is mainly regulated by the transportation of 

dangerous goods regulations, based on the ADG Code, and the State based 

environmental protection legislation which requires certain hazardous waste to be 

tracked and reported. 

3.1. HOW MUCH ARE YOU TRANSPORTING? 

Almost all shipments of dangerous goods are regulated by the ADG Code as 

implemented by the State based regulations. There are exemptions for very small 

loads and extra requirements for large loads, which are known as placard loads.  

3.1.1. Placard Load 

Placard loads are subject to more stringent requirements than smaller shipments of 

goods.  

3.1.1.1. What is a Placard Load? 

Any shipment containing at least 500kg of dangerous goods as defined by the ADG 

Code. Note that this refers to the net weight of the goods, which includes their 

packaging. 

Any shipment of dangerous goods in a vessel of at least 500 litre capacity. This is true 

even in the vessel does not contain 500 litres at the time of shipment. 

3.1.1.1.1. Partial Exemption for ULABs 

For automotive ULABs, no placard is required for up to 300 batteries if no single 

battery weighs more than 65kg and the total volume of acid is under 1000 litres. Note 

that this potentially allows a shipment of 19,500kg with no placard. This exemption 

does not apply where the ULABs are packed with any other dangerous goods. 

3.1.1.2. Placarding 

All vehicles carrying placard loads must display placards according to Chapter 5.3 of 

the ADG Code 

3.1.1.3. Licencing 

Drivers of placard loads must have a dangerous goods driving licence. 

Vehicles transporting placard loads of dangerous goods must have a dangerous 

goods vehicle licence. 

3.1.1.4. Safety Equipment  

https://www.ntc.gov.au/sites/default/files/assets/files/ADG%20Code%207.7_0.pdf
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Vehicles containing placard loads must carry additional safety equipment according 

to Part 12 of the ADG Code.  

These include, for ULABs and ULiBs : 

• A 30B dry powder fire extinguisher for each vehicle or trailer carrying a 

placard load.  

• Three portable warning devices (safety triangles). 

• Any electric torch 

For ULiBs only: 

• Thermally insulated gloves or gauntlets 

For ULABs only: 

• A respirator providing at least 15 minutes of breathable air. 

• An eye-wash kit of at least 250ml capacity, filled. 

• Gas tight goggles or a full-face shield. 

• Chemically resistant gloves, suit and boots. 

3.1.1.5. Insurance 

Vehicles transporting a placard load of dangerous goods must have a minimum of $5 

million indemnity 

3.1.1.6. Telephone Advisory Service 

Is a service where at any time goods are being shipped, a person that is competent to 

give advice about the dangerous goods is available according to ADG Code section 

1.2.1.2.15). 

3.1.2. Exempt Quantities 

ULAB 

ULABs are exempt from the dangerous goods laws when less than 1 litre of acid is 

contained in the total of the batteries, provided the battery casing is intact. This 

exemption appears designed to allow domestic users to transport a very small 

volume of ULAB. 

ULiB 

ULiBs are exempt from the dangerous goods laws when there is less than a gram of 

lithium in the anode of a cell or less than two grams of lithium in a battery. This 

https://www.ntc.gov.au/sites/default/files/assets/files/ADG%20Code%207.7_0.pdf
https://ablis.business.gov.au/service/wa/australian-standard-as-3790-1992-portable-warning-triangles-for-motor-vehicles/17562
https://www.ntc.gov.au/sites/default/files/assets/files/ADG%20Code%207.7_0.pdf
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exemption appears to be for domestic users to transport very small quantities of 

batteries or cells.  

There is a further exemption for quantities up to 30kg. This is an aggregate quantity 

and includes the weight of any packaging material. It also requires the cells to be 

completely enclosed in inner packaging. This exemption appears to be designed for 

small loads of new batteries and cells in their packaging to be delivered, for example, 

to retail outlets. The exemption is difficult to apply to battery recycling. As an 

example, it is unclear whether sand would satisfy this packing requirement, and if it 

does the weight of the sand would be included in the 30kg limit. 
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3.2. WHAT TYPE OF LICENCE DO YOU NEED? 

Activity Required Licence 

Transporting a 

placard load of 

dangerous goods by 

road 

Driver’s must carry a current dangerous goods driver’s 

licence. 

Rigid vehicles or trailers must have a current dangerous 

goods vehicle licence. Prime movers do not need to be 

licenced. 

Transporting less 

than a placard load of 

dangerous goods 

No special licence is required. An ordinary vehicle licence 

and an ordinary vehicle registration are sufficient. 

Transporting more 

than 50 litres of 

reportable priority 

waste (Vic) 

An A10b registration. For information on applying for a 

Victorian registration use the information on applying for 

storage registrations above.  

Transporting more 

than 200kg or litres 

of trackable waste 

(NSW) 

An environment protection licence. This can be obtained 

through the EPA eConnect portal. At the time of writing 

EPA NSW proposed streamlining its licencing for 

transporting trackable waste and dangerous goods. 

 

3.2.1. How to Apply for Dangerous Goods Licences in 

Victoria 

3.2.1.1. Dangerous Goods Vehicle Licence 

Applications can be made online via the WorkSafe Victoria website. The application 

must be registered by an individual, an incorporated company or a public authority. 

In Victoria, each vehicle will have a separate licence. The registration number, 

vehicle type and the class of dangerous goods to be transported will need to be 

https://apps.epa.nsw.gov.au/epabusinessportal/poeo-login
https://www.worksafe.vic.gov.au/dangerous-goods-vehicle-licence
https://auc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/wordeditorframe.aspx?ui=en-gb&rs=en-gb&wopisrc=https%3A%2F%2Fdeakin365.sharepoint.com%2Fsites%2FABRIstorEnergy%2F_vti_bin%2Fwopi.ashx%2Ffiles%2Fa710e163a0e348b98d3160b02bd234bc&wdenableroaming=1&mscc=1&hid=82366dfe-8c3d-6916-2177-998e4ff6f3da-462&uiembed=1&uih=teams&uihit=files&hhdr=1&dchat=1&sc=%7B%22pmo%22%3A%22https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%22%2C%22pmshare%22%3Atrue%2C%22surl%22%3A%22%22%2C%22curl%22%3A%22%22%2C%22vurl%22%3A%22%22%2C%22eurl%22%3A%22https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Ffiles%2Fapps%2Fcom.microsoft.teams.files%2Ffiles%2F3213901699%2Fopen%3Fagent%3Dpostmessage%26objectUrl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fdeakin365.sharepoint.com%252Fsites%252FABRIstorEnergy%252FShared%2520Documents%252FGeneral%252FReport%2520Drafts%252FABRI%2520guide%252020220208.docx%26fileId%3Da710e163-a0e3-48b9-8d31-60b02bd234bc%26fileType%3Ddocx%26ctx%3Dfiles%26scenarioId%3D462%26locale%3Den-gb%26theme%3Ddefault%26version%3D21120606800%26setting%3Dring.id%3Ageneral%26setting%3DcreatedTime%3A1644450573880%22%7D&wdorigin=TEAMS-ELECTRON.teams.files&wdhostclicktime=1644450573824&jsapi=1&jsapiver=v1&newsession=1&corrid=01fe6eee-c102-4d75-8a4d-239af642001c&usid=01fe6eee-c102-4d75-8a4d-239af642001c&sftc=1&sams=1&accloop=1&sdr=6&scnd=1&sat=1&hbcv=1&htv=1&hodflp=1&instantedit=1&wopicomplete=1&wdredirectionreason=Unified_SingleFlush&rct=Unknown&ctp=LeastProtected#_Classification_of_used
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supplied for each vehicle. The application fee at the time of writing was $14.79 per 5-

year licence per vehicle. 

3.2.1.2. Dangerous Goods Driver Licence 

Applications can be made online via the WorkSafe Victoria website. 

Individuals must satisfy the following prerequisites before applying: 

• Have completed a Bulk Dangerous Goods Driving Course within the 

past six months; 

• Be a Victorian resident with a current unrestricted Victorian Driver 

Licence (no L-plates or P-plates); 

• Submit a five-year history of demerit points and any court matters 

related to driving issued within 6 months – WorkSafe uses this to 

determine whether the applicant has a safe driving record; 

• Submit a driver commercial health assessment signed by a registered 

medical practitioner — WorkSafe uses this to determine whether the 

applicant is medically fit to drive dangerous goods. 

• The application fee at the time of writing was $86.70 for a 5-year 

licence (or a shorter period if restrictions apply based on the applicant’s 

medical or driving history).  

3.2.2. How To Apply for Dangerous Goods Licences in 

NSW  

3.2.2.1. Dangerous Goods Vehicle Licence 

Applications can be made by completing and submitting an application form to EPA 

NSW. The application must be registered by an individual, an incorporated company 

or a public authority. In NSW, each vehicle will be on the same licence, but must be 

registered and a fee paid for each vehicle. 

Applicants must submit the following with their application (for non-tank vehicles): 

• The registration number of the vehicle; 

• The class of dangerous goods to be carried; 

• A rear image of the vehicle showing its registration and vehicle type. 

The application fee at the time of writing was $87 for a 5-year licence and $87 for 

each additional vehicle on that licence. 

3.2.2.2. Dangerous Goods Driver’s Licence 

https://www.worksafe.vic.gov.au/ddr-licence
https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/-/media/epa/corporate-site/resources/dangerousgoods/dangerous-goods-vehicle-licence-application.pdf?la=en&hash=A875F783233D6F2091B47A3DF3C3388FE63879FB
https://auc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/wordeditorframe.aspx?ui=en-gb&rs=en-gb&wopisrc=https%3A%2F%2Fdeakin365.sharepoint.com%2Fsites%2FABRIstorEnergy%2F_vti_bin%2Fwopi.ashx%2Ffiles%2Fa710e163a0e348b98d3160b02bd234bc&wdenableroaming=1&mscc=1&hid=82366dfe-8c3d-6916-2177-998e4ff6f3da-462&uiembed=1&uih=teams&uihit=files&hhdr=1&dchat=1&sc=%7B%22pmo%22%3A%22https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%22%2C%22pmshare%22%3Atrue%2C%22surl%22%3A%22%22%2C%22curl%22%3A%22%22%2C%22vurl%22%3A%22%22%2C%22eurl%22%3A%22https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Ffiles%2Fapps%2Fcom.microsoft.teams.files%2Ffiles%2F3213901699%2Fopen%3Fagent%3Dpostmessage%26objectUrl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fdeakin365.sharepoint.com%252Fsites%252FABRIstorEnergy%252FShared%2520Documents%252FGeneral%252FReport%2520Drafts%252FABRI%2520guide%252020220208.docx%26fileId%3Da710e163-a0e3-48b9-8d31-60b02bd234bc%26fileType%3Ddocx%26ctx%3Dfiles%26scenarioId%3D462%26locale%3Den-gb%26theme%3Ddefault%26version%3D21120606800%26setting%3Dring.id%3Ageneral%26setting%3DcreatedTime%3A1644450573880%22%7D&wdorigin=TEAMS-ELECTRON.teams.files&wdhostclicktime=1644450573824&jsapi=1&jsapiver=v1&newsession=1&corrid=01fe6eee-c102-4d75-8a4d-239af642001c&usid=01fe6eee-c102-4d75-8a4d-239af642001c&sftc=1&sams=1&accloop=1&sdr=6&scnd=1&sat=1&hbcv=1&htv=1&hodflp=1&instantedit=1&wopicomplete=1&wdredirectionreason=Unified_SingleFlush&rct=Unknown&ctp=LeastProtected#_Classification_of_used
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Applications can be made via EPA NSW’s eConnect portal or by completing and 

submitting an application form. 

Individuals must satisfy the following prerequisites before applying: 

• Submit a certification of training from a registered training 

organisation stating that the applicant has successfully completed the 

Course in Transport of Dangerous Goods; 

• Hold an unrestricted Driver Licence (no L-plates or P-plates); 

• Submit a five-year history of demerit points and any court matters 

related to driving issued within 6 months – EPA NSW may not issue a 

licence if the applicant has had their licence suspended or disqualified 

in the last five years; 

• Submit a Medical Fitness to Drive assessment signed by a registered 

medical practitioner within 6 months — EPA NSW may provide a 

conditional licence to applicants based on their medical assessment, 

including a shorter issue period than five years. 

The application fee at the time of writing was $57.23 for a 5-year licence (or a shorter 
period if restrictions apply).  

https://apps.epa.nsw.gov.au/epabusinessportal/dgdl-login?_ga=2.251396102.1447571825.1644445822-1947288070.1627531028
https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/-/media/epa/corporate-site/resources/dangerousgoods/dangerous-goods-driver-licence-application.pdf?la=en&hash=E07C8D98B51D26EF3B735772BF2091D8455307DE
https://training.gov.au/Search/SearchOrganisation?NrtCodeTitle=TLILIC0001&ImplicitNrtScope=true&ImplicitNrtScope=false&IncludeUnregisteredRtosForScopeSearch=false&deliveryStates=01&orgSearchByScopeSubmit=Search
https://training.gov.au/Search/SearchOrganisation?NrtCodeTitle=TLILIC0001&ImplicitNrtScope=true&ImplicitNrtScope=false&IncludeUnregisteredRtosForScopeSearch=false&deliveryStates=01&orgSearchByScopeSubmit=Search
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3.3. PACKAGING FOR TRANSPORTATION 

The ADG Code Chapter 4 requires all dangerous goods to be: 

• Packed in good quality containers that prevent spillage. 

• Contact with the dangerous goods must not weaken the packaging.  

• They must be packed upright to avoid spillage.  

• Any goods they would react dangerously with cannot be packed with 

them.  

3.3.1. ULAB 

In addition to the general packing requirements:  

• ULABs must be protected against short circuits.  

• If transporting in multiple layers, each tier must be separated by an 

electrically non-conductive material. 

• The battery terminals must not be allowed to support the weight of 

anything stacked above them. 

• The batteries must be packed to prevent movement. 

ULABs can be packed in rigid outer packagings, wooden slatted crates or on pallets. 

ULABs can also be packed loose in stainless steel or plastic battery boxes provided 

they are large enough to contain any spillage or free liquid. These packagings do not 

require special stress testing.  

If all these requirements are met, ULABs do not require any outer packaging for 

transport within Australia.  

Under environmental protection laws in Victoria, ULABs must be safely contained, 

not transported with incompatible waste, and be transported with spill kits.  

3.3.2. ULiB 

Lithium Batteries have significantly more packaging requirements than ULABs. It is 

important to note that even where Lithium batteries may form a very small part of a 

load of mixed batteries, the provisions will apply as the law now stands. The 

following table applies to all lithium metal and lithium-ion batteries to be recycled or 

disposed of, whether embedded in equipment or not, except for those embedded in 

battery powered vehicles.  

https://www.ntc.gov.au/sites/default/files/assets/files/ADG%20Code%207.7_0.pdf
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3.3.2.1. What ULiB Packing Instructions Should You Use? 
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3.4. LABELLING AND MARKING FOR TRANSPORTATION 

3.4.1. ULAB 

ULABs must be marked with a 20 mm x 2o mm Class 8 corrosive substances label 

(displayed).  

 

ULABs must also be marked with their proper shipping 

name and UN Number: BATTERIES, WET, FILLED 

WITH ACID UN 2794 

 

Placard Loads must also have the Class 8 corrosive 

substances label at the front and rear of the vehicle. B-

Doubles and Road Trains must also have placards on both sides of the trailers. 

Placard loads must also have an emergency information panel. 

3.4.2. ULiB 

ULiBs must be marked with a 20 mm x 2o mm Class 9 

miscellaneous.ULiBs must also be marked with their proper 

shipping name and UN Number. This will depend on the 

specific type of lithium battery and may be one of the 

following:LITHIUM ION BATTERIES (including lithium 

ion polymer batteries) UN 3480 

LITHIUM ION BATTERIES CONTAINED IN EQUIPMENT 

or LITHIUM ION BATTERIES PACKED WITH EQUIPMENT UN 3481 

Placard Loads must also have the Class 8 corrosive substances label at the front and 

rear of the vehicle. B-Doubles and Road Trains must also have placards on both sides 

of the trailers.LITHIUM METAL BATTERIES (including lithium alloy batteries) UN 

3090 

LITHIUM METALBATTERIES CONTAINED IN EQUIPMENT or LITHIUM 

METALBATTERIES PACKED WITH EQUIPMENT UN 3091 

LITHIUM ION BATTERIES (including lithium ion polymer batteries) UN 3480 

LITHIUM ION BATTERIES CONTAINED IN EQUIPMENT or LITHIUM ION 

BATTERIES PACKED WITH EQUIPMENT UN 3481 
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Placard Loads must also have the Class 8 corrosive substances label at the front and 

rear of the vehicle. B-Doubles and Road Trains must also have placards on both sides 

of the trailers. 

Placard loads must also have an emergency information panel. 

3.4.3. Emergency Information Panel 

An emergency information panel must be displayed on the rear of a vehicle 

transporting a placard load of dangerous goods. B-Doubles and Road-Trains must 

also display an emergency information panel on the side of each trailer.  

An emergency information panel  

carrying only one type of dangerous  

good (the example is for ULAB) 

must display 

• The proper shipping name. 

• The UN Code. 

• The Hazchem Code (found in  

appendix C of the ADG Code  

• Emergency 000 information. 

• The dangerous good’s class label 

• The name and number of the organisation providing the telephone advisory 

service 

An emergency information panel  

carrying more than one type of  

dangerous good (the example is for a  

mixed load of ULAB and ULiB) must  

display:  

• Name left blank. 

• 'MULTI-LOAD‘ in place of UN Code 

• The multi-load Hazchem Code  

(calculated from the table in  

appendix C of the ADG Code) 

• Emergency 000 information. 

• The mixed class label.  

• The name and number of the organisation providing the telephone advisory 

service. 
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3.5. TRACKING AND DOCUMENTATION 

Tracking and documentation of used batteries in transit may be required by both 

dangerous goods transportation regulations and environmental protection 

regulations, depending on the chemistry of the batteries and their condition. Both 

ULiB and ULAB are considered dangerous goods and both therefore require 

documentation under the ADG Code. ULAB contains lead and is therefore always 

considered trackable (or priority) waste and requires tracking under environment 

protection regulations. ULiB is more complicated. Metals and chemicals contained in 

many lithium batteries do appear in the list of class 2 substances in schedule 4 of the 

Victorian regulations and in the list of category 1 trackable waste in schedule 4 of the 

NSW regulations. That said, it is unclear whether ULiB are currently considered 

trackable waste by the Victorian or NSW EPA. Further research and clarification is 

necessary in this area.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://content.legislation.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-11/21-47sra006%20authorised.pdf
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sl-2014-0666#sch.1
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3.5.1. Documentation for Dangerous Goods 

Any shipment of ULAB containing more than 1 litre of acid total, and any shipment 

of ULiB requires Dangerous Goods Transportation Documentation (‘DGTD’).  

3.5.1.1. Preparation 

A person that orders a shipment of dangerous goods is called a consignor. A 

company that transports dangerous goods is called a prime contractor. It is the 

responsibility of all consignors, prime contractors and drivers to ensure that DGTD is 

prepared for and carried with each shipment of dangerous goods. 

3.5.1.2. Documents Must Be Transported with Shipment 

Consigners, prime contractors and drivers are all guilty of an offence if they transport 

DGs without DGTD.  

3.5.1.2.1. For Placard Loads 

DGTD must be kept in an emergency information holder labelled “emergency 

procedure guides” or “emergency information” in 10mm red lettering located on the 

door or adjacent to it or elsewhere inside the cabin if this is not practicable ( see the 

ADG Code sections 11.1.4.2, 11.2.1 and 11.2.2).  

3.5.1.2.2. For Other Loads 

If less than a placard load then DGTD may also be stored without a holder in a 

prominent location in the cabin (see ADG Code sections 11.1.4.2, 11.1.4.3). 

3.5.1.3. Retention of DGTD After Shipment 

Prime contractors are required to keep copies of DGTD for a minimum of three 

months from the date of the shipment.  

In New South Wales it is an offence if a prime contractor doesn’t have a readable 

paper copy and can’t produce one on demand. In Victoria there are two separate 

offences that are worth roughly half the NSW penalties. One where the prime 

contractor doesn’t have a readable paper copy and another where a copy can’t be 

produced on demand. The implication of these different penalties seems to be that in 

NSW it is fine to keep electronic copies if they can be printed on demand, in Victoria 

there is a penalty if the DGTD is not kept as a paper copy. 

3.5.1.4. Information in DGTD 

DGTD must be prepared according to ADG Code chapter 11.1, and must contain: 

• The consignor’s name and a contact number where they can be reached at any 

time the goods are being shipped (for placard loads this should be the number 

of a telephone advisory service. 

• A description of each type of dangerous goods (see ADG Code section 11.1.2.2 

for further detail). 

https://www.ntc.gov.au/sites/default/files/assets/files/ADG%20Code%207.7_0.pdf
https://www.ntc.gov.au/sites/default/files/assets/files/ADG%20Code%207.7_0.pdf
https://www.ntc.gov.au/sites/default/files/assets/files/ADG%20Code%207.7_0.pdf
https://www.ntc.gov.au/sites/default/files/assets/files/ADG%20Code%207.7_0.pdf
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3.5.2. Tracking and Documentation for Trackable/Priority 

Waste 

Transporting waste batteries may also need to be reported under environmental 

legislation. Certain types of waste are tracked to ensure that they are disposed of 

correctly and/or recycled. Unlike the dangerous goods regulations, which are all 

based on the ADG Code and are quite uniform, the environmental protection 

regulations between NSW and Victoria differ. These differences generally relate to 

terminology and processes: waste may have a different code, and there are 

differences in the way things are handled and how forms are submitted.  

3.5.2.1. New South Wales 

In NSW, ULABs are considered category 1 trackable waste because they contain 

lead. All loads of category 1 trackable waste must be authorised by a consignment 

authority and waste transport certificate. It does not matter whether the load is 

transported within NSW, interstate, or into NSW from another State or Territory. 

3.5.2.1.1. Consignment Authorisations 

To consign trackable waste in NSW, a person must have a valid consignment 

authorisation (‘CA’). These can be issued by the EPA or by an accredited waste 

receiver. The CA can authorise more than one load of waste and may authorise loads 

of waste from multiple points of origin, but the destination can only be a single waste 

processing facility. Accredited waste receivers can only issue CAs for waste going to 

its own waste processing facility. A waste processing facility can apply in writing to 

EPA NSW to become an accredited to issue CAs. 

3.5.2.1.2. Waste Transport Certificates 

Each load of trackable waste must be accompanied by a waste transport certificate 

(‘TC’). A valid CA from the origin to the destination is required in order to create a 

TC. The consignor must sign the consignor’s section of the TC and give it to a 

licenced transporter. The licenced transporter must sign the transporter’s section of 

the TC and place it in the vehicle transporting the trackable waste. When the delivery 

is received at the waste facility specified on the CA and the TC, the receiver must sign 

the receiver’s section of the TC. The receiver must retain the signed TC for 4 years 

from the date of receipt. While it is not mandatory, NSW allows TCs and CAs to be 

completed through its online waste tracking system, which it recommends as there 

is less room for error when completing forms electronically.  

3.5.2.1.3. Exemptions from Reporting and Licencing 

It is not necessary to report trackable waste where less than 200 kg of trackable 

waste is being transported. This appears to be the total mass of trackable waste in a 

https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/your-environment/waste/tracking-transporting-hazardous-waste/online-waste-tracking
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load and not the gross mass of the load. Please seek advice to determine if this is the 

view held by the EPA before relying on the exemption. 

3.5.2.2. Victoria 

In Victoria, ULABs are considered Class 1 reportable priority waste (transport) and 

reportable priority waste (transactions), with the waste code D220 because they 

contain lead. It is the responsibility of the person that controls or manages the waste 

to classify it, but with ULABs this is well established. Information about the nature of 

the priority waste and the risks of harm it poses must be provided to anybody that 

collects, consigns, transfers or transports the priority waste. A transporter must also 

be registered. 

3.5.2.2.1. Who Can Consign Reportable Priority Waste To 

Be Transported? 

Reportable priority waste must be consigned by an accredited consigner. Accredited 

consigners are often well-established waste processors or transporters. You don’t 

have to be an accredited consigner to transport reportable priority waste, but you do 

need the shipment to be consigned by an accredited consignor. Experienced waste 

professionals can apply for a 5 year accreditation to the EPA. 

3.5.2.2.2. How Do You Have To Report Transactions? 

All transactions must be reported electronically using the EPA Vic Waste Tracker 

portal or the associated phone app.  

3.5.2.2.3. What Transactions Need To Be Reported? 

The following transactions involving reportable priority waste must be reported to 

the EPA via Waste Tracker: 

• Consigning reportable priority waste for transport within Victoria, or to 

another State or Territory 

• Transporting reportable priority  waste into Victoria from another State or 

Territory 

• Transporting reportable priority  waste out of Victoria 

• Receiving reportable priority waste at a place or premises (whether it was 

transported from within Victoria or interstate). 

3.5.2.2.4. Exemptions From Reporting And Permissions 

It is not necessary to have a consigner, registration or reporting where either: 

• Less than 50 litres of waste is being transported, or 

• The waste is being transported free of charge (this includes other forms of 

payment, such as payment in kind). 

https://www.epa.vic.gov.au/for-business/waste/waste-duties/accredited-consigners/how-to-become-an-accredited-consigner
https://www.epa.vic.gov.au/for-business/waste/transporting-waste/waste-tracker/sign-up-to-waste-tracker
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As in NSW the 50 litres appears to be of the specific priority waste substances, but 

please confirm this with the EPA before relying on the exemption. 

 

3.6. SEGREGATION 

Certain dangerous goods are not permitted to be transported with other 

incompatible dangerous goods without using packaging approved for segregation set 

out in ADG Code section 9.2.2.4. 

3.6.1. ULAB 

Cannot be transported with any dangerous goods with the following UN Class: 

• 4.3 Dangerous when wet. 

• 5.1 Oxidising substances 

• 5.2 Organic peroxides 

• 7 Radioactive material 

ULAB also cannot be transported with:  

• Any food or food packaging (except a very small quantity in the driver’s cabin 

for personal use). 

• Any cyanide (of division 6.1) in a placard load. 

3.6.2. ULiB 

At the time of writing, no segregation rules apply to Lithium batteries under the ADG 

Code.   

https://www.ntc.gov.au/sites/default/files/assets/files/ADG%20Code%207.7_0.pdf
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3.7. WORK HEALTH AND SAFETY LAWS AND 

TRANSPORTATION? 

The general duties toward staff under the work health and safety laws apply to 

transportation as they do for all work situations. However, there are exemptions to 

the hazardous substances/hazardous chemicals provisions for transportation. 

Batteries may be considered hazardous substances in Victoria or hazardous 

chemicals in NSW. For example, a lead acid battery contains lead, so every ULAB is 

hazardous under these laws. An undamaged ULiB is not considered hazardous, but a 

damaged one is. Despite this, the work health and safety laws regulations concerning 

hazardous substances/chemicals contain exemptions for when the goods are being 

transported. 

3.7.1. Victoria 

The Victorian regulations do not apply to transportation. So, even if a battery is 

regarded by the occupational health and safety regulations as being a hazardous 

substance, the labelling, disclosure and safety data sheet requirements do not apply 

during the transport of the goods.  

3.7.2. NSW 

In NSW, the hazardous chemical provisions do not apply where the Dangerous 

Goods (Road and Rail Transport) Act and regulations (which apply the ADG Code) 

apply. This is different from the Victorian exemption, because if a substance is 

considered a hazardous chemical, but is not a dangerous good under the ADG Code, 

then the work health and safety hazardous chemical provisions will apply to 

transportation of those goods.  
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4. RESOURCES 

4.1. TABLE OF BATTERY CHEMICALS AND 

REGULATIONS 

Lead Acid 

Component Hazard Regulations 

Lead 

H360 - May damage fertility or 

the unborn child.  

H362 - May cause harm to 

breast-fed children.  

H372 - Causes damage to 

organs (Central nervous system, 

Blood, Immune system, Kidney) 

through prolonged or repeated 

exposure if swallowed.  

H410 - Very toxic to aquatic life 

with long lasting effects 

 

Lead (IV) Oxide 

H360 May damage fertility or 

the unborn child.  

H362 May cause harm to 

breast-fed children.  

H372 Causes damage to organs 

(Central nervous system, Blood, 

Immune system, Kidney) 

through prolonged or repeated 

exposure if swallowed.  

 

Sulfuric Acid 

H290 May be corrosive to 

metals.  

H314 Causes severe skin burns 

and eye damage. 

 

   

Alkaline 

Zinc 
H410 Very toxic to aquatic life 

with long lasting effects. 

 

Manganese (IV) 

Oxide 

H302 + H332 Harmful if 

swallowed or if inhaled.  

H373 May cause damage to 

organs (Brain) through 
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prolonged or repeated exposure 

if inhaled 

Potassium 

Hydroxide 

H290 May be corrosive to 

metals.  

H302 Harmful if swallowed. 

 

   

Lithium (All Chemistries) 

Lithium 

H260 In contact with water 

releases flammable gases which 

may ignite spontaneously. 

H314 Causes severe skin burns 

and eye damage. 

 

Lithium 

hexafluorophosphate 

H301 Toxic if swallowed. 

H314 Causes severe skin burns 

and eye damage.  

H372 Causes damage to organs 

(Bone, Teeth) through 

prolonged or repeated exposure 

if inhaled. 

 

Ethylene Carbonate 

H302 Harmful if swallowed. 

H319 Causes serious eye 

irritation.  

H373 May cause damage to 

organs (Kidney) through 

prolonged or repeated exposure 

if swallowed. 

 

Dimethyl Carbonate 
H225 Highly flammable liquid 

and vapour. 

 

Propylene Carbonate 
H319 Causes serious eye 

irritation. 

 

Carbon Black None  

Graphite None  

Lithium Iron 

Phosphate (LFP) 

None  

Lithium Manganese 

Nickel Oxide 

(LMNO) 

H317 May cause an allergic skin 

reaction.  

H351 Suspected of causing 

cancer. 
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Lithium Manganese 

Oxide (LMO) 

None  

Lithium Nickel 

Manganese Cobalt 

Oxide (NMC) 

H317 May cause an allergic skin 

reaction.  

H351 Suspected of causing 

cancer. 

 

Lithium Cobalt 

Oxide (LCO) 

H317 May cause an allergic skin 

reaction. 

H350 May cause cancer. 

 

Copper None  

Aluminium None  
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