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Minister for Environment; Disability Services; Electoral Affairs
Deputy Leader of the Legislative Council

Our Ref: 62-21549

Ms Libby Chaplin
Chief Executive Officer
Australian Battery Recycling Initiative
libby@batteryrecycling.org.au

Dear Ms Chaplin

Thank you for your correspondence, received in this office on 6 July 2020, regarding
harmonisation to support battery stewardship. I am responding on behalf of the
Western Australian Government.

In response to COVID-19, the McGowan Government has already committed
$2.3 billion to support businesses, households and community organisations, and to
stimulate the economy. In addition, the McGowan Government has developed the
COVID-19 State Recovery Plan. This plan contains a suite of initiatives that include
environmental projects, such as creating jobs in new clean industries across Western
Australia, as part of the State s economic recovery from COVID-19.

The State Government is leading the uptake of opportunities across the battery value
chain and continues to drive the Future Battery Industry Strategy Western Australia,
which includes commitments to assess recycling needs and opportunities. Details of
the Strategy are available atwww.jtsi.wa.gov.au.

The Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Strategy 2030 incorporates
consideration of circular economy principles and identifies product stewardship as an
important mechanism to manage certain waste streams. The Government supports
the approach to national product stewardship.

I am looking forward to learning of the outcome of the Battery Stewardship Council’s
application for Australian Competition and Consumer Commission authorisation for a
Battery Stewardship Scheme, and appreciate Australian Battery Recycling Initiative’s
significant role in the proposed scheme.

With regard to the impacts of electronic waste (e-waste) in the environment, the Waste
Authority Business Plan 2020-21 includes funding commitments to facilitate waste
avoidance and recovery, including e-waste research.

The Department of Water and Environment Regulation (DWER) is responsible for
environment and water regulation through the administration of legislation including
the Environmental Protection Act 1986 (EP Act), and subsidiary regulations
Environmental Protection Regulations 1987 (EP Regulations) and Environmental
Protection (Controlled Waste) Regulations 2004 (CW Regulations).
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Activities including waste battery storage and processing may trigger approvals
requirements as a prescribed activity under Pt V of the EP Act. Schedule 1 of the
EP Regulations details the activities and relevant thresholds that are considered for
prescribed premises.

It is recommended that battery recyclers contact DWER to discuss specific aspects
relating to used battery storage and/or recycling premises, as well as any specific
approvals requirements and environmental risks that need to be considered.

The CW Regulations and National Environment Protection (Movement of Controlled
Waste between States and Territories) Measure 1998 apply to the transport of
batteries within the State and into other jurisdictions.

Due to the different cell types of which batteries are composed, used batteries fall
under a number of controlled waste codes. Relevant information on the codes can be
found in the following publications on DWER s website:

• Waste categorisation for controlled waste assists industry with the allocation of
appropriate codes for the transport of a controlled waste, and

• Controlled waste category list arranges controlled waste into 15 broad waste
groups and assigns a waste code to each waste type in the groups.

The associated costs under the CW Regulations include the licensing of the carrier
and controlled waste tracking fee. Other costs may also be incurred when transporting
within other jurisdictions.

I understand that DWER works closely with the Department of Mines, Industry
Regulation and Safety (DMIRS) to reduce regulatory duplication and ensure
consistency with dangerous goods storage requirements.

As the lead agency for dangerous goods storage and transport, including safety
requirements, fire services and permitting requirements, DMIRS is considered to be
best placed to comment on, and provide advice associated with, any changes that
may result from the review of the Australian Code for the Transport of Dangerous
Goods by Road & Rail (ADG) and publication of ADG edition 7.7.

Should you require any further information in relation to the above DWER-related
matters, please contact Mr John McGowan, Senior Policy Officer on (08) 6364 6955
or by email at john.mcgowan@dwer.gov.au.

Yours sincerely

Hon Stephen Dawson MIC
MINISTER FOR ENVIRONMENT
0 4 AUG 2020
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Our reference: COR-04286-2020

Ms Libby Chaplin
Chief Executive Officer
Australian Battery Recycling Initiative 
By email: secretariat@batteryrecycling.org.au

Dear Ms Chaplin 

Thank you for your correspondence to the Hon Kevin Anderson MP, Minister for Better Regulation 
and Innovation about public product and work safety regulation. The Minister has asked me to 
respond to you. 

The best point of contact for dangerous goods transport issues relating to packaging, labelling and 
classification is the State Inspector and Chair of the Competent Authorities Panel, Daniel Massey 
(Daniel.Massey@safework.nsw.gov.au). For all other SafeWork NSW issues you may either phone 
13 10 50 or email contact@safework.nsw.gov.au.
 
Batteries that are not class 9 dangerous goods are classified as hazardous chemicals under the 
Globally Harmonized System (GHS). This means that they are subject to the workplace safety 
requirements in Part 7 of the Work Health and Safety Regulation 2017 (“the WHS Regulation”), 
which deals with safety data sheets, labelling, placarding, notification, manifests, emergency plans, 
and management of risks relating to hazardous chemicals.

Batteries that are class 9 dangerous goods (for example, lithium batteries) are not classified as 
hazardous chemicals under GHS and therefore are not subject to the related requirements in Part 
7 of the WHS Regulation.

Schedule 11 of the WHS Regulation sets out the current threshold quantities for placard and 
manifest levels. These requirements are consistent in all Australian jurisdictions operating under 
harmonised WHS legislation. The SafeWork NSW website provides guidance on these matters.

Class 9 dangerous goods batteries in transport are subject to the Australian Dangerous Goods 
(ADG) Code, under the Dangerous Goods (Road and Rail Transport) Regulation 2014. SafeWork 
NSW responsibilities in this area include packaging approval, marking and labelling, and 
classification. The NSW Environment Protection Authority is responsible for on-road matters such 
as licensing, vehicle placarding, transport documents, and emergency planning.

Dangerous goods transport legislation has a high degree of harmonisation across Australia. 
Approvals and licences are automatically recognised among jurisdictions, and the ADG Code 
applies in every jurisdiction.

In response to your question about ADG 7.7, the 2020 amendment package is expected to be 
passed within agreed timeframes. This means that ADG 7.7 will automatically be applied in NSW 
on 1 October 2020. Any change comprised in the amendment package will become available at 
that time. No changes additional to the amendment package are anticipated. 

http://www.finance.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:Daniel.Massey@safework.nsw.gov.au
mailto:contact@safework.nsw.gov.au
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SafeWork NSW has made a submission to the NTC Issues Paper. We look forward to working with 
NTC to discuss potential responses. Any such response should be evidence-based and 
proportionate to any identified problems.

As the current legal framework for dangerous goods transport is harmonised across every state 
and territory in Australia, this represents a more consistent framework than the Heavy Vehicle 
National Law, which has not been adopted in every jurisdiction. Adoption of an applied legislation 
model is likely to have negative consequences for harmonisation compared with the current 
framework for dangerous goods transport.

The model law and the ADG Code already act as a "common operations manual" for regulators of 
dangerous goods transport. The Competent Authorities Panel acts as a forum and framework for 
regulators to discuss and agree on issues of interpretation and application as they arise.

If you would like more information, please contact Andrew Battye, Manager, Dangerous Goods & 
Explosives, SafeWork NSW on 02 8867 2740 or Andrew.Battye@safework.nsw.gov.au.

Yours sincerely

John Tansey
Executive Director, Policy & Strategy
Better Regulation Division

07/08/20







 

 

OFFICIAL 

Ms Libby Chaplin  

Chief Executive Officer 

Australian Battery Recycling Initiative 

606 High Street  

KEW  VIC  3101 
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“*MIN072486*” 
 

 

 
Dear Ms Chaplin 
 
HARMONISATION TO SUPPORT BATTERY STEWARDSHIP 
 
Thank you for your letter of 30 June 2020 about the challenges impacting the battery recycling 
industry.  
 
I commend Australian Battery Recycling Initiative’s (ABRI) efforts to proactively support its members 
during this difficult period. I have provided information below on battery regulation in Victoria to assist 
your members in navigating the regulatory requirements, and contact points that you are free to pass 
on to your members. The Victorian Government will engage with any national efforts to harmonise 
battery recycling regulation to streamline your members’ regulatory compliance.  
 
The Environment Protection Authority Victoria (EPA) and WorkSafe are the two regulatory bodies that 
oversee battery storage, management and transport in Victoria. For facility requirements, you can 
contact EPA’s Development Assessments Unit at approvals.applications@epa.vic.gov.au. For queries 
about occupational health and safety requirements and dangerous goods, you can contact WorkSafe 
at 1800 136 089 or via their website at https://www.worksafe.vic.gov.au/form/contact. 
 
Under the new environment protection framework, EPA will release a digital reporting system for high 
risk waste (called reportable priority waste). The new reporting system will not include e-waste, 
including batteries, since it is not reportable priority waste. 
 
For specific aspects of current regulations: 
 
Storage limits/thresholds 

• EPA’s Applied Science Division is developing a factsheet that will provide detailed information 
relating to each type of battery class, including limits on storage at transfer stations or other 
premises that collect and temporarily store used batteries in low quantities. You can contact 
EPA for more information at 1300 372 842 or by email contact@epa.vic.gov.au.  

• Lithium-ion batteries on their own, mixed, or defective, and used lead-acid batteries are 
classified as dangerous goods (Class 9 and Class 8, respectively) and must comply with 
Australian Dangerous Goods (ADG) Code transport requirements.  

 
Facility permits and related requirements 

• Under the Environment Protection (Schedule Premises) Regulations 2017, all rechargeable 
batteries are specified electronic waste (SEW), including lithium-ion batteries. Premises 
cannot process SEW in quantities greater than 500 tonnes per year without a licence 
(Schedule A02) or works approval. Safety requirements are set out in the licence conditions. 

• Aside from the necessary works approval and licence applications for facilities that meet the 
threshold mentioned above, there are no forms required to be submitted to EPA. 

mailto:approvals.applications@epa.vic.gov.au
https://www.worksafe.vic.gov.au/form/contact
mailto:contact@epa.vic.gov.au
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• The EPA licensing team can explain the application process and annual cost of an A02 
licence – contact approvals.applications@epa.vic.gov.au.  

 
Battery transport and waste codes 

• Only certain kinds of waste, called prescribed industrial waste (PIW), are required to be 
tracked and reported to EPA with associated waste codes. Because batteries aren’t PIW in 
Victoria, they don’t have an applicable waste code, and there are no reporting requirements 
for transport within Victoria. However, if batteries are transported to or from other states, you 
must comply with the reporting requirements of the authority in that state. 

• Reporting requirements for batteries will not change under the new environment protection 
framework. However, batteries will now have a waste code (T300 for e-waste) under the 
proposed new environment protection regulations. They will be considered ‘priority waste’. 
You can find a copy of the proposed regulations at https://engage.vic.gov.au/new-
environmental-laws/subordinate-legislation. 

• Batteries classified as dangerous goods must be recorded in a manifest while in transit in line 
with the Dangerous Goods Act 1985 (DG Act). 

 
The government has also announced a comprehensive review of the DG Act. This review will consider 
the interaction between the DG Act and the ADG Code. The final report and recommendations are 
expected to be delivered to the government next year. There will be opportunities for public comment 
and stakeholder engagement later this year.  
 
If you would like more information about this matter, please contact Richard Marks, Director, 
Development & Infrastructure, EPA, on (03) 9194 5106 or richard.marks@epa.vic.gov.au.  
 
Thank you once again for raising this important matter with me. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

 

Hon Lily D'Ambrosio MP 

Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change 

Minister for Solar Homes 

 

 / / 

 
 

25      08      2020
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