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The Hon. Premier Daniel Andrews MP 
Premier of Victoria 
Level 1, 1 Treasury Place 
East Melbourne, VIC 3002 

30 June 2020 
Harmonisation to support battery stewardship 

Dear Premier, 

The Australian Battery Recycling Initiative is a strong advocate for compliance as a means of creating 
a level playing field and protecting environmental health and safety of workers and the community.   
The current lack of harmonisation for storage and transport of used batteries presents many 
challenges for compliance in an emerging industry, since: 

 COVID19 has impacted the industry and will continue to do so directly and indirectly as (see 
attached presentation). 

 The regulatory environment is complex and difficult to navigate and implement. 

 Regulation of battery storage and transport differs by state – definitions, requirements & reporting 
systems. 

 Bureaucratic restrictions regarding battery storage and transport requirements that inhibit 
increased collections – battery recyclers are well suited to collecting all chemistries, but some 
jurisdictions do not allow this. 

 Different risk factors for different types of batteries and for mixed loads which are not reflected in 
consistent regulation.   

 Recyclers are required to navigate multiple agencies in order to identify and understand 
compliance requirements including: 
 Federal agencies such as the Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment 
 State and territory environment agencies/departments 
 State and territory work safe departments 
 State and territory fire authorities 
 Local councils. 

 As an example, one ABRI member is responsible for more than 60 different permits which must be 
renewed on a regular basis. 

 The cost of permitting varies significantly across jurisdictions and in some cases have become 
prohibitive. 

 Rapid expansion of the sector with the emergence of the proposed battery stewardship scheme 
will rely on improvements to harmonisation. 

 Is made more difficult with rapidly changing organisational structures, personnel, and 
responsibilities in government agencies. 

ABRI is seeking to support the industry by encouraging government action to improve safety and 
efficiency in the industry as the COVID19 recovery unfolds.  We also seek to enhance industry 
understanding of compliance requirements across national and state/territory jurisdictions.   Over the 
next few months we intend to update our government resources portal with the latest requirements 
and also to develop training materials to inform members and the broader industry to understand 
how to safely and legally manage battery storage and transport. 
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In this context we are writing to you to request that the Victorian Government: 

1. Work with the Commonwealth Government to introduce single touch digital reporting for transport 
of batteries/dangerous goods, noting that:   

 This has been a priority for ABRI for some time as members believe this to be essential to 
facilitate market development in a sector where economic viability is marginal yet community 
benefit significant  

 The importance of this activity has escalated in the current climate as it would reduce 
potential for spread of the virus and protect workers far beyond the battery sector. 

2. Inform us of any existing or planned Victorian Initiatives, policies or guidelines specifically 
addressing batteries, for example landfill bans, health and safety, facility management, circular 
economy, or stewardship. 

3. Identify key contacts in the Victoria Government responsible for: 
 Facility permitting requirements 

 Dangerous goods transport 

 Safety requirements 

 Fire services 

 Other relevant agencies. 

4. Provide ABRI with an overview of regulatory requirements in Victoria, for specific chemistries and 
mixed loads, including: 
 Storage limits/thresholds 

 Facility permits and related safety requirements  

 Transport of batteries within the state and into other jurisdictions 

 We would like an update on requirements including: 
 Waste codes applicable to specific battery chemistries and mixed loads 
 Government forms required to be submitted by the battery industry 
 Costs associated with any of the above. 

5. Identify any upcoming changes including efforts to harmonisation with other states including 
changes arising from ADG 7.7. 

6. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt the ADG Code into 
Australian law using the ‘applied legislation’ model. This is the same model used by jurisdictions to 
adopt amendments to the Heavy Vehicle National Law made by the Queensland Parliament.  
ABRI is of the view that this would greatly enhance industry compliance and efficiency both of 
which are essential as battery stewardship becomes an increasing priority  

7. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt create a common 
operations manual should be developed to be adopted by all jurisdictions to encourage a more 
uniform interpretation of the ADG.    

This information will enable us to develop clear and accurate information to members and the 
broader community and as a result improve compliance and safety.   

I look forward to working with each agency in relation to these matters to improve knowledge, 
understanding and consistency of compliance requirements and best practices in the industry. 

Your sincerely, 
 

 

Libby Chaplin 
CEO 
AUSTRALIAN BATTERY RECYCLING INITIATIVE



 

 

 

 

ABRI Harmonisation letter to state and territories 20200623  

A|606 High Street Kew VIC 3101 
W | www.batteryrecycling.org.au 

E | secretariat@batteryrecycling.org.au 
T | 0467 515 260 

The Hon. Premier Andrew Barr MLA 
Premier of ACT 
GPO Box 1020 
Canberra, ACT 2601  

Harmonisation to support battery stewardship 

30 June 2020 
Dear Premier, 

The Australian Battery Recycling Initiative is a strong advocate for compliance as a means of creating 
a level playing field and protecting environmental health and safety of workers and the community.   
The current lack of harmonisation for storage and transport of used batteries presents many 
challenges for compliance in an emerging industry, since: 

 COVID19 has impacted the industry and will continue to do so directly and indirectly as (see 
attached presentation). 

 The regulatory environment is complex and difficult to navigate and implement. 

 Regulation of battery storage and transport differs by state – definitions, requirements & reporting 
systems. 

 Bureaucratic restrictions regarding battery storage and transport requirements that inhibit 
increased collections – battery recyclers are well suited to collecting all chemistries, but some 
jurisdictions do not allow this. 

 Different risk factors for different types of batteries and for mixed loads which are not reflected in 
consistent regulation.   

 Recyclers are required to navigate multiple agencies in order to identify and understand 
compliance requirements including: 
 Federal agencies such as the Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment 
 State and territory environment agencies/departments 
 State and territory work safe departments 
 State and territory fire authorities 
 Local councils. 

 As an example, one ABRI member is responsible for more than 60 different permits which must be 
renewed on a regular basis. 

 The cost of permitting varies significantly across jurisdictions and in some cases have become 
prohibitive. 

 Rapid expansion of the sector with the emergence of the proposed battery stewardship scheme 
will rely on improvements to harmonisation. 

 Is made more difficult with rapidly changing organisational structures, personnel, and 
responsibilities in government agencies. 

ABRI is seeking to support the industry by encouraging government action to improve safety and 
efficiency in the industry as the COVID19 recovery unfolds.  We also seek to enhance industry 
understanding of compliance requirements across national and state/territory jurisdictions.   Over the 
next few months we intend to update our government resources portal with the latest requirements 
and also to develop training materials to inform members and the broader industry to understand 
how to safely and legally manage battery storage and transport. 
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In this context we are writing to you to request that the ACT Government: 

1. Work with the Commonwealth Government to introduce single touch digital reporting for transport 
of batteries/dangerous goods, noting that:   

 This has been a priority for ABRI for some time as members believe this to be essential to 
facilitate market development in a sector where economic viability is marginal yet community 
benefit significant  

 The importance of this activity has escalated in the current climate as it would reduce 
potential for spread of the virus and protect workers far beyond the battery sector. 

2. Inform us of any existing or planned ACT Initiatives, policies or guidelines specifically addressing 
batteries, for example landfill bans, health and safety, facility management, circular economy, or 
stewardship. 

3. Identify key contacts in the ACT Government responsible for: 
 Facility permitting requirements 

 Dangerous goods transport 

 Safety requirements 

 Fire services 

 Other relevant agencies. 

4. Provide ABRI with an overview of regulatory requirements in the ACT, for specific chemistries and 
mixed loads, including: 
 Storage limits/thresholds 

 Facility permits and related safety requirements  

 Transport of batteries within the state and into other jurisdictions 

 We would like an update on requirements including: 
 Waste codes applicable to specific battery chemistries and mixed loads 
 Government forms required to be submitted by the battery industry 
 Costs associated with any of the above. 

5. Identify any upcoming changes including efforts to harmonisation with other states including 
changes arising from ADG 7.7. 

6. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt the ADG Code into 
Australian law using the ‘applied legislation’ model. This is the same model used by jurisdictions to 
adopt amendments to the Heavy Vehicle National Law made by the Queensland Parliament.  
ABRI is of the view that this would greatly enhance industry compliance and efficiency both of 
which are essential as battery stewardship becomes an increasing priority  

7. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt create a common 
operations manual should be developed to be adopted by all jurisdictions to encourage a more 
uniform interpretation of the ADG.    

This information will enable us to develop clear and accurate information to members and the 
broader community and as a result improve compliance and safety.   

I look forward to working with each agency in relation to these matters to improve knowledge, 
understanding and consistency of compliance requirements and best practices in the industry. 

Your sincerely, 

 

Libby Chaplin 
CEO 
AUSTRALIAN BATTERY RECYCLING INITIATIVE
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The Hon. Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk MP 
Premier of Queensland 
PO Box 15185 
CITY EAST QLD 4002  

30 June 2020 
 

Harmonisation to support battery stewardship 

Dear Premier, 

The Australian Battery Recycling Initiative is a strong advocate for compliance as a means of creating 
a level playing field and protecting environmental health and safety of workers and the community.   
The current lack of harmonisation for storage and transport of used batteries presents many 
challenges for compliance in an emerging industry, since: 

 COVID19 has impacted the industry and will continue to do so directly and indirectly as (see 
attached presentation). 

 The regulatory environment is complex and difficult to navigate and implement. 

 Regulation of battery storage and transport differs by state – definitions, requirements & reporting 
systems. 

 Bureaucratic restrictions regarding battery storage and transport requirements that inhibit 
increased collections – battery recyclers are well suited to collecting all chemistries, but some 
jurisdictions do not allow this. 

 Different risk factors for different types of batteries and for mixed loads which are not reflected in 
consistent regulation.   

 Recyclers are required to navigate multiple agencies in order to identify and understand 
compliance requirements including: 
 Federal agencies such as the Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment 
 State and territory environment agencies/departments 
 State and territory work safe departments 
 State and territory fire authorities 
 Local councils. 

 As an example, one ABRI member is responsible for more than 60 different permits which must be 
renewed on a regular basis. 

 The cost of permitting varies significantly across jurisdictions and in some cases have become 
prohibitive. 

 Rapid expansion of the sector with the emergence of the proposed battery stewardship scheme 
will rely on improvements to harmonisation. 

 Is made more difficult with rapidly changing organisational structures, personnel, and 
responsibilities in government agencies. 

ABRI is seeking to support the industry by encouraging government action to improve safety and 
efficiency in the industry as the COVID19 recovery unfolds.  We also seek to enhance industry 
understanding of compliance requirements across national and state/territory jurisdictions.   Over the 
next few months we intend to update our government resources portal with the latest requirements 
and also to develop training materials to inform members and the broader industry to understand 
how to safely and legally manage battery storage and transport. 
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In this context we are writing to you to request that the Queensland Government: 

1. Work with the Commonwealth Government to introduce single touch digital reporting for transport 
of batteries/dangerous goods, noting that:   

 This has been a priority for ABRI for some time as members believe this to be essential to 
facilitate market development in a sector where economic viability is marginal yet community 
benefit significant  

 The importance of this activity has escalated in the current climate as it would reduce 
potential for spread of the virus and protect workers far beyond the battery sector. 

2. Inform us of any existing or planned Queensland Initiatives, policies or guidelines specifically 
addressing batteries, for example landfill bans, health and safety, facility management, circular 
economy, or stewardship. 

3. Identify key contacts in the Queensland Government responsible for: 
 Facility permitting requirements 

 Dangerous goods transport 

 Safety requirements 

 Fire services 

 Other relevant agencies. 

4. Provide ABRI with an overview of regulatory requirements in Queensland, for specific chemistries 
and mixed loads, including: 
 Storage limits/thresholds 

 Facility permits and related safety requirements  

 Transport of batteries within the state and into other jurisdictions 

 We would like an update on requirements including: 
 Waste codes applicable to specific battery chemistries and mixed loads 
 Government forms required to be submitted by the battery industry 
 Costs associated with any of the above. 

5. Identify any upcoming changes including efforts to harmonisation with other states including 
changes arising from ADG 7.7. 

6. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt the ADG Code into 
Australian law using the ‘applied legislation’ model. This is the same model used by jurisdictions to 
adopt amendments to the Heavy Vehicle National Law made by the Queensland Parliament.  
ABRI is of the view that this would greatly enhance industry compliance and efficiency both of 
which are essential as battery stewardship becomes an increasing priority  

7. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt create a common 
operations manual should be developed to be adopted by all jurisdictions to encourage a more 
uniform interpretation of the ADG.    

This information will enable us to develop clear and accurate information to members and the 
broader community and as a result improve compliance and safety.  I look forward to working with 
each agency in relation to these matters to improve knowledge, understanding and consistency of 
compliance requirements and best practices in the industry. 

Your sincerely, 

 

 

Libby Chaplin 
CEO 
AUSTRALIAN BATTERY RECYCLING INITIATIVE
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The Hon. Premier Michael Gunner MLA 
Premier of Northern Territory 
Parliament House 
Darwin NT 0800  

30 June 2020 
 

Harmonisation to support battery stewardship 

Dear Premier, 

The Australian Battery Recycling Initiative is a strong advocate for compliance as a means of creating 
a level playing field and protecting environmental health and safety of workers and the community.   
The current lack of harmonisation for storage and transport of used batteries presents many 
challenges for compliance in an emerging industry, since: 

 COVID19 has impacted the industry and will continue to do so directly and indirectly as (see 
attached presentation). 

 The regulatory environment is complex and difficult to navigate and implement. 

 Regulation of battery storage and transport differs by state – definitions, requirements & reporting 
systems. 

 Bureaucratic restrictions regarding battery storage and transport requirements that inhibit 
increased collections – battery recyclers are well suited to collecting all chemistries, but some 
jurisdictions do not allow this. 

 Different risk factors for different types of batteries and for mixed loads which are not reflected in 
consistent regulation.   

 Recyclers are required to navigate multiple agencies in order to identify and understand 
compliance requirements including: 
 Federal agencies such as the Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment 
 State and territory environment agencies/departments 
 State and territory work safe departments 
 State and territory fire authorities 
 Local councils. 

 As an example, one ABRI member is responsible for more than 60 different permits which must be 
renewed on a regular basis. 

 The cost of permitting varies significantly across jurisdictions and in some cases have become 
prohibitive. 

 Rapid expansion of the sector with the emergence of the proposed battery stewardship scheme 
will rely on improvements to harmonisation. 

 Is made more difficult with rapidly changing organisational structures, personnel, and 
responsibilities in government agencies. 

ABRI is seeking to support the industry by encouraging government action to improve safety and 
efficiency in the industry as the COVID19 recovery unfolds.  We also seek to enhance industry 
understanding of compliance requirements across national and state/territory jurisdictions.   Over the 
next few months we intend to update our government resources portal with the latest requirements 
and also to develop training materials to inform members and the broader industry to understand 
how to safely and legally manage battery storage and transport. 
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In this context we are writing to you to request that the Northern Territory Government: 

1. Work with the Commonwealth Government to introduce single touch digital reporting for transport 
of batteries/dangerous goods, noting that:   

 This has been a priority for ABRI for some time as members believe this to be essential to 
facilitate market development in a sector where economic viability is marginal yet community 
benefit significant  

 The importance of this activity has escalated in the current climate as it would reduce 
potential for spread of the virus and protect workers far beyond the battery sector. 

2. Inform us of any existing or planned Northern Territory Initiatives, policies or guidelines specifically 
addressing batteries, for example landfill bans, health and safety, facility management, circular 
economy, or stewardship. 

3. Identify key contacts in the Northern Territory Government responsible for: 
 Facility permitting requirements 

 Dangerous goods transport 

 Safety requirements 

 Fire services 

 Other relevant agencies. 

4. Provide ABRI with an overview of regulatory requirements in the Northern Territory, for specific 
chemistries and mixed loads, including: 
 Storage limits/thresholds 

 Facility permits and related safety requirements  

 Transport of batteries within the state and into other jurisdictions 

 We would like an update on requirements including: 
 Waste codes applicable to specific battery chemistries and mixed loads 
 Government forms required to be submitted by the battery industry 
 Costs associated with any of the above. 

5. Identify any upcoming changes including efforts to harmonisation with other states including 
changes arising from ADG 7.7. 

6. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt the ADG Code into 
Australian law using the ‘applied legislation’ model. This is the same model used by jurisdictions to 
adopt amendments to the Heavy Vehicle National Law made by the Queensland Parliament.  
ABRI is of the view that this would greatly enhance industry compliance and efficiency both of 
which are essential as battery stewardship becomes an increasing priority  

7. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt create a common 
operations manual should be developed to be adopted by all jurisdictions to encourage a more 
uniform interpretation of the ADG.    

This information will enable us to develop clear and accurate information to members and the 
broader community and as a result improve compliance and safety.   

I look forward to working with each agency in relation to these matters to improve knowledge, 
understanding and consistency of compliance requirements and best practices in the industry. 

Your sincerely, 

 

Libby Chaplin 
CEO 
AUSTRALIAN BATTERY RECYCLING INITIATIVE



 

 

 

 

ABRI Harmonisation letter to state and territories 20200623  

A|606 High Street Kew VIC 3101 
W | www.batteryrecycling.org.au 

E | secretariat@batteryrecycling.org.au 
T | 0467 515 260 

The Hon. Premier Mark McGowan MLA 
Premier of Western Australia 
5th Floor, Dumas House 
2 Havelock Street 
WEST PERTH WA 6005  

30 June 2020 
Harmonisation to support battery stewardship 

Dear Premier, 

The Australian Battery Recycling Initiative is a strong advocate for compliance as a means of creating 
a level playing field and protecting environmental health and safety of workers and the community.   
The current lack of harmonisation for storage and transport of used batteries presents many 
challenges for compliance in an emerging industry, since: 

 COVID19 has impacted the industry and will continue to do so directly and indirectly as (see 
attached presentation). 

 The regulatory environment is complex and difficult to navigate and implement. 

 Regulation of battery storage and transport differs by state – definitions, requirements & reporting 
systems. 

 Bureaucratic restrictions regarding battery storage and transport requirements that inhibit 
increased collections – battery recyclers are well suited to collecting all chemistries, but some 
jurisdictions do not allow this. 

 Different risk factors for different types of batteries and for mixed loads which are not reflected in 
consistent regulation.   

 Recyclers are required to navigate multiple agencies in order to identify and understand 
compliance requirements including: 
 Federal agencies such as the Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment 
 State and territory environment agencies/departments 
 State and territory work safe departments 
 State and territory fire authorities 
 Local councils. 

 As an example, one ABRI member is responsible for more than 60 different permits which must be 
renewed on a regular basis. 

 The cost of permitting varies significantly across jurisdictions and in some cases have become 
prohibitive. 

 Rapid expansion of the sector with the emergence of the proposed battery stewardship scheme 
will rely on improvements to harmonisation. 

 Is made more difficult with rapidly changing organisational structures, personnel, and 
responsibilities in government agencies. 

ABRI is seeking to support the industry by encouraging government action to improve safety and 
efficiency in the industry as the COVID19 recovery unfolds.  We also seek to enhance industry 
understanding of compliance requirements across national and state/territory jurisdictions.   Over the 
next few months we intend to update our government resources portal with the latest requirements 
and also to develop training materials to inform members and the broader industry to understand 
how to safely and legally manage battery storage and transport. 
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In this context we are writing to you to request that the Western Australian Government: 

1. Work with the Commonwealth Government to introduce single touch digital reporting for transport 
of batteries/dangerous goods, noting that:   

 This has been a priority for ABRI for some time as members believe this to be essential to 
facilitate market development in a sector where economic viability is marginal yet community 
benefit significant  

 The importance of this activity has escalated in the current climate as it would reduce 
potential for spread of the virus and protect workers far beyond the battery sector. 

2. Inform us of any existing or planned Western Australia Initiatives, policies or guidelines specifically 
addressing batteries, for example landfill bans, health and safety, facility management, circular 
economy, or stewardship. 

3. Identify key contacts in the Western Australian Government responsible for: 
 Facility permitting requirements 

 Dangerous goods transport 

 Safety requirements 

 Fire services 

 Other relevant agencies. 

4. Provide ABRI with an overview of regulatory requirements in Western Australia, for specific 
chemistries and mixed loads, including: 
 Storage limits/thresholds 

 Facility permits and related safety requirements  

 Transport of batteries within the state and into other jurisdictions 

 We would like an update on requirements including: 
 Waste codes applicable to specific battery chemistries and mixed loads 
 Government forms required to be submitted by the battery industry 
 Costs associated with any of the above. 

5. Identify any upcoming changes including efforts to harmonisation with other states including 
changes arising from ADG 7.7. 

6. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt the ADG Code into 
Australian law using the ‘applied legislation’ model. This is the same model used by jurisdictions to 
adopt amendments to the Heavy Vehicle National Law made by the Queensland Parliament.  
ABRI is of the view that this would greatly enhance industry compliance and efficiency both of 
which are essential as battery stewardship becomes an increasing priority  

7. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt create a common 
operations manual should be developed to be adopted by all jurisdictions to encourage a more 
uniform interpretation of the ADG.    

This information will enable us to develop clear and accurate information to members and the 
broader community and as a result improve compliance and safety.   

I look forward to working with each agency in relation to these matters to improve knowledge, 
understanding and consistency of compliance requirements and best practices in the industry. 

Your sincerely, 

 

Libby Chaplin 
CEO 
AUSTRALIAN BATTERY RECYCLING INITIATIVE
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The Hon. Premier Steven Marshall MP 
Premier of South Australia 
GPO Box 2343 
ADELAIDE SA 5001  

30 June 2020 

Harmonisation to support battery stewardship 

Dear Premier, 

The Australian Battery Recycling Initiative is a strong advocate for compliance as a means of creating 
a level playing field and protecting environmental health and safety of workers and the community.   
The current lack of harmonisation for storage and transport of used batteries presents many 
challenges for compliance in an emerging industry, since: 

 COVID19 has impacted the industry and will continue to do so directly and indirectly as (see 
attached presentation). 

 The regulatory environment is complex and difficult to navigate and implement. 

 Regulation of battery storage and transport differs by state – definitions, requirements & reporting 
systems. 

 Bureaucratic restrictions regarding battery storage and transport requirements that inhibit 
increased collections – battery recyclers are well suited to collecting all chemistries, but some 
jurisdictions do not allow this. 

 Different risk factors for different types of batteries and for mixed loads which are not reflected in 
consistent regulation.   

 Recyclers are required to navigate multiple agencies in order to identify and understand 
compliance requirements including: 
 Federal agencies such as the Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment 
 State and territory environment agencies/departments 
 State and territory work safe departments 
 State and territory fire authorities 
 Local councils. 

 As an example, one ABRI member is responsible for more than 60 different permits which must be 
renewed on a regular basis. 

 The cost of permitting varies significantly across jurisdictions and in some cases have become 
prohibitive. 

 Rapid expansion of the sector with the emergence of the proposed battery stewardship scheme 
will rely on improvements to harmonisation. 

 Is made more difficult with rapidly changing organisational structures, personnel, and 
responsibilities in government agencies. 

ABRI is seeking to support the industry by encouraging government action to improve safety and 
efficiency in the industry as the COVID19 recovery unfolds.  We also seek to enhance industry 
understanding of compliance requirements across national and state/territory jurisdictions.   Over the 
next few months we intend to update our government resources portal with the latest requirements 
and also to develop training materials to inform members and the broader industry to understand 
how to safely and legally manage battery storage and transport. 



 

 

 

 

ABRI Harmonisation letter to state and territories 20200623  

In this context we are writing to you to request that the South Australian Government: 

1. Work with the Commonwealth Government to introduce single touch digital reporting for transport 
of batteries/dangerous goods, noting that:   

 This has been a priority for ABRI for some time as members believe this to be essential to 
facilitate market development in a sector where economic viability is marginal yet community 
benefit significant  

 The importance of this activity has escalated in the current climate as it would reduce 
potential for spread of the virus and protect workers far beyond the battery sector. 

2. Inform us of any existing or planned South Australia Initiatives, policies or guidelines specifically 
addressing batteries, for example landfill bans, health and safety, facility management, circular 
economy, or stewardship. 

3. Identify key contacts in the South Australian Government responsible for: 
 Facility permitting requirements 

 Dangerous goods transport 

 Safety requirements 

 Fire services 

 Other relevant agencies. 

4. Provide ABRI with an overview of regulatory requirements in South Australia, for specific chemistries 
and mixed loads, including: 
 Storage limits/thresholds 

 Facility permits and related safety requirements  

 Transport of batteries within the state and into other jurisdictions 

 We would like an update on requirements including: 
 Waste codes applicable to specific battery chemistries and mixed loads 
 Government forms required to be submitted by the battery industry 
 Costs associated with any of the above. 

5. Identify any upcoming changes including efforts to harmonisation with other states including 
changes arising from ADG 7.7. 

6. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt the ADG Code into 
Australian law using the ‘applied legislation’ model. This is the same model used by jurisdictions to 
adopt amendments to the Heavy Vehicle National Law made by the Queensland Parliament.  
ABRI is of the view that this would greatly enhance industry compliance and efficiency both of 
which are essential as battery stewardship becomes an increasing priority  

7. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt create a common 
operations manual should be developed to be adopted by all jurisdictions to encourage a more 
uniform interpretation of the ADG.    

This information will enable us to develop clear and accurate information to members and the 
broader community and as a result improve compliance and safety.   

I look forward to working with each agency in relation to these matters to improve knowledge, 
understanding and consistency of compliance requirements and best practices in the industry. 

Your sincerely, 

 

Libby Chaplin 
CEO 
AUSTRALIAN BATTERY RECYCLING INITIATIVE
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The Hon. Premier Peter Gutwein MP 
Premier of Tasmania 
Parliament House 
Hobart, Tasmania, 7000  

30 June 2020 
Harmonisation to support battery stewardship 

Dear Premier, 

The Australian Battery Recycling Initiative is a strong advocate for compliance as a means of creating 
a level playing field and protecting environmental health and safety of workers and the community.   
The current lack of harmonisation for storage and transport of used batteries presents many 
challenges for compliance in an emerging industry, since: 

 COVID19 has impacted the industry and will continue to do so directly and indirectly as (see 
attached presentation). 

 The regulatory environment is complex and difficult to navigate and implement. 

 Regulation of battery storage and transport differs by state – definitions, requirements & reporting 
systems. 

 Bureaucratic restrictions regarding battery storage and transport requirements that inhibit 
increased collections – battery recyclers are well suited to collecting all chemistries, but some 
jurisdictions do not allow this. 

 Different risk factors for different types of batteries and for mixed loads which are not reflected in 
consistent regulation.   

 Recyclers are required to navigate multiple agencies in order to identify and understand 
compliance requirements including: 
 Federal agencies such as the Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment 
 State and territory environment agencies/departments 
 State and territory work safe departments 
 State and territory fire authorities 
 Local councils. 

 As an example, one ABRI member is responsible for more than 60 different permits which must be 
renewed on a regular basis. 

 The cost of permitting varies significantly across jurisdictions and in some cases have become 
prohibitive. 

 Rapid expansion of the sector with the emergence of the proposed battery stewardship scheme 
will rely on improvements to harmonisation. 

 Is made more difficult with rapidly changing organisational structures, personnel, and 
responsibilities in government agencies. 

ABRI is seeking to support the industry by encouraging government action to improve safety and 
efficiency in the industry as the COVID19 recovery unfolds.  We also seek to enhance industry 
understanding of compliance requirements across national and state/territory jurisdictions.   Over the 
next few months we intend to update our government resources portal with the latest requirements 
and also to develop training materials to inform members and the broader industry to understand 
how to safely and legally manage battery storage and transport. 
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In this context we are writing to you to request that the Tasmanian Government: 

1. Work with the Commonwealth Government to introduce single touch digital reporting for transport 
of batteries/dangerous goods, noting that:   

 This has been a priority for ABRI for some time as members believe this to be essential to 
facilitate market development in a sector where economic viability is marginal yet community 
benefit significant  

 The importance of this activity has escalated in the current climate as it would reduce 
potential for spread of the virus and protect workers far beyond the battery sector. 

2. Inform us of any existing or planned Tasmanian Initiatives, policies or guidelines specifically 
addressing batteries, for example landfill bans, health and safety, facility management, circular 
economy, or stewardship. 

3. Identify key contacts in the Tasmanian Government responsible for: 
 Facility permitting requirements 

 Dangerous goods transport 

 Safety requirements 

 Fire services 

 Other relevant agencies. 

4. Provide ABRI with an overview of regulatory requirements in Tasmania, for specific chemistries and 
mixed loads, including: 
 Storage limits/thresholds 

 Facility permits and related safety requirements  

 Transport of batteries within the state and into other jurisdictions 

 We would like an update on requirements including: 
 Waste codes applicable to specific battery chemistries and mixed loads 
 Government forms required to be submitted by the battery industry 
 Costs associated with any of the above. 

5. Identify any upcoming changes including efforts to harmonisation with other states including 
changes arising from ADG 7.7. 

6. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt the ADG Code into 
Australian law using the ‘applied legislation’ model. This is the same model used by jurisdictions to 
adopt amendments to the Heavy Vehicle National Law made by the Queensland Parliament.  
ABRI is of the view that this would greatly enhance industry compliance and efficiency both of 
which are essential as battery stewardship becomes an increasing priority  

7. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt create a common 
operations manual should be developed to be adopted by all jurisdictions to encourage a more 
uniform interpretation of the ADG.    

This information will enable us to develop clear and accurate information to members and the 
broader community and as a result improve compliance and safety.   

I look forward to working with each agency in relation to these matters to improve knowledge, 
understanding and consistency of compliance requirements and best practices in the industry. 

Your sincerely, 

 

Libby Chaplin 
CEO 
AUSTRALIAN BATTERY RECYCLING INITIATIVE
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A|606 High Street Kew VIC 3101 
W | www.batteryrecycling.org.au 

E | secretariat@batteryrecycling.org.au 
T | 0467 515 260 

The Hon. Premier Gladys Berejiklian MP 
Premier of New South Wales 

30 June 2020 
 
 

Harmonisation to support battery stewardship 

Dear Premier, 

The Australian Battery Recycling Initiative is a strong advocate for compliance as a means of creating 
a level playing field and protecting environmental health and safety of workers and the community.   
The current lack of harmonisation for storage and transport of used batteries presents many 
challenges for compliance in an emerging industry, since: 

 COVID19 has impacted the industry and will continue to do so directly and indirectly as (see 
attached presentation). 

 The regulatory environment is complex and difficult to navigate and implement. 

 Regulation of battery storage and transport differs by state – definitions, requirements & reporting 
systems. 

 Bureaucratic restrictions regarding battery storage and transport requirements that inhibit 
increased collections – battery recyclers are well suited to collecting all chemistries, but some 
jurisdictions do not allow this. 

 Different risk factors for different types of batteries and for mixed loads which are not reflected in 
consistent regulation.   

 Recyclers are required to navigate multiple agencies in order to identify and understand 
compliance requirements including: 
 Federal agencies such as the Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment 
 State and territory environment agencies/departments 
 State and territory work safe departments 
 State and territory fire authorities 
 Local councils. 

 As an example, one ABRI member is responsible for more than 60 different permits which must be 
renewed on a regular basis. 

 The cost of permitting varies significantly across jurisdictions and in some cases have become 
prohibitive. 

 Rapid expansion of the sector with the emergence of the proposed battery stewardship scheme 
will rely on improvements to harmonisation. 

 Is made more difficult with rapidly changing organisational structures, personnel, and 
responsibilities in government agencies. 

ABRI is seeking to support the industry by encouraging government action to improve safety and 
efficiency in the industry as the COVID19 recovery unfolds.  We also seek to enhance industry 
understanding of compliance requirements across national and state/territory jurisdictions.   Over the 
next few months we intend to update our government resources portal with the latest requirements 
and also to develop training materials to inform members and the broader industry to understand 
how to safely and legally manage battery storage and transport. 
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In this context we are writing to you to request that the New South Wales Government: 

1. Work with the Commonwealth Government to introduce single touch digital reporting for transport 
of batteries/dangerous goods, noting that:   

 This has been a priority for ABRI for some time as members believe this to be essential to 
facilitate market development in a sector where economic viability is marginal yet community 
benefit significant  

 The importance of this activity has escalated in the current climate as it would reduce 
potential for spread of the virus and protect workers far beyond the battery sector. 

2. Inform us of any existing or planned New South Wales Initiatives, policies or guidelines specifically 
addressing batteries, for example landfill bans, health and safety, facility management, circular 
economy, or stewardship. 

3. Identify key contacts in the New South Wales Government responsible for: 
 Facility permitting requirements 

 Dangerous goods transport 

 Safety requirements 

 Fire services 

 Other relevant agencies. 

4. Provide ABRI with an overview of regulatory requirements in New South Wales, for specific 
chemistries and mixed loads, including: 
 Storage limits/thresholds 

 Facility permits and related safety requirements  

 Transport of batteries within the state and into other jurisdictions 

 We would like an update on requirements including: 
 Waste codes applicable to specific battery chemistries and mixed loads 
 Government forms required to be submitted by the battery industry 
 Costs associated with any of the above. 

5. Identify any upcoming changes including efforts to harmonisation with other states including 
changes arising from ADG 7.7. 

6. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt the ADG Code into 
Australian law using the ‘applied legislation’ model. This is the same model used by jurisdictions to 
adopt amendments to the Heavy Vehicle National Law made by the Queensland Parliament.  
ABRI is of the view that this would greatly enhance industry compliance and efficiency both of 
which are essential as battery stewardship becomes an increasing priority  

7. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt create a common 
operations manual should be developed to be adopted by all jurisdictions to encourage a more 
uniform interpretation of the ADG.    

This information will enable us to develop clear and accurate information to members and the 
broader community and as a result improve compliance and safety.   

I look forward to working with each agency in relation to these matters to improve knowledge, 
understanding and consistency of compliance requirements and best practices in the industry. 

Your sincerely, 

 

Libby Chaplin 
CEO 
AUSTRALIAN BATTERY RECYCLING INITIATIVE
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A|606 High Street Kew VIC 3101 
W | www.batteryrecycling.org.au 

E | secretariat@batteryrecycling.org.au 
T | 0467 515 260 

The Hon. Minister Lily D'Ambrosio MP 
Minister for Energy, Environment & Climate Change 
Level 16, 8 Nicholson Street 
East Melbourne, VIC 3002  

30 June 2020 
 

Harmonisation to support battery stewardship 

Dear Minister, 

The Australian Battery Recycling Initiative is a strong advocate for compliance as a means of creating 
a level playing field and protecting environmental health and safety of workers and the community.   
The current lack of harmonisation for storage and transport of used batteries presents many 
challenges for compliance in an emerging industry, since: 

 COVID19 has impacted the industry and will continue to do so directly and indirectly as (see 
attached presentation). 

 The regulatory environment is complex and difficult to navigate and implement. 

 Regulation of battery storage and transport differs by state – definitions, requirements & reporting 
systems. 

 Bureaucratic restrictions regarding battery storage and transport requirements that inhibit 
increased collections – battery recyclers are well suited to collecting all chemistries, but some 
jurisdictions do not allow this. 

 Different risk factors for different types of batteries and for mixed loads which are not reflected in 
consistent regulation.   

 Recyclers are required to navigate multiple agencies in order to identify and understand 
compliance requirements including: 
 Federal agencies such as the Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment 
 State and territory environment agencies/departments 
 State and territory work safe departments 
 State and territory fire authorities 
 Local councils. 

 As an example, one ABRI member is responsible for more than 60 different permits which must be 
renewed on a regular basis. 

 The cost of permitting varies significantly across jurisdictions and in some cases have become 
prohibitive. 

 Rapid expansion of the sector with the emergence of the proposed battery stewardship scheme 
will rely on improvements to harmonisation. 

 Is made more difficult with rapidly changing organisational structures, personnel, and 
responsibilities in government agencies. 

ABRI is seeking to support the industry by encouraging government action to improve safety and 
efficiency in the industry as the COVID19 recovery unfolds.  We also seek to enhance industry 
understanding of compliance requirements across national and state/territory jurisdictions.   Over the 
next few months we intend to update our government resources portal with the latest requirements 
and also to develop training materials to inform members and the broader industry to understand 
how to safely and legally manage battery storage and transport. 
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In this context we are writing to you to request that the Victorian Government: 

1. Work with the Commonwealth Government to introduce single touch digital reporting for transport 
of batteries/dangerous goods, noting that:   

 This has been a priority for ABRI for some time as members believe this to be essential to 
facilitate market development in a sector where economic viability is marginal yet community 
benefit significant  

 The importance of this activity has escalated in the current climate as it would reduce 
potential for spread of the virus and protect workers far beyond the battery sector. 

2. Inform us of any existing or planned Victorian Initiatives, policies or guidelines specifically 
addressing batteries, for example landfill bans, health and safety, facility management, circular 
economy, or stewardship. 

3. Identify key contacts in the Victorian Government responsible for: 
 Facility permitting requirements 

 Dangerous goods transport 

 Safety requirements 

 Fire services 

 Other relevant agencies. 

4. Provide ABRI with an overview of regulatory requirements in Victoria, for specific chemistries and 
mixed loads, including: 
 Storage limits/thresholds 

 Facility permits and related safety requirements  

 Transport of batteries within the state and into other jurisdictions 

 We would like an update on requirements including: 
 Waste codes applicable to specific battery chemistries and mixed loads 
 Government forms required to be submitted by the battery industry 
 Costs associated with any of the above. 

5. Identify any upcoming changes including efforts to harmonisation with other states including 
changes arising from ADG 7.7. 

6. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt the ADG Code into 
Australian law using the ‘applied legislation’ model. This is the same model used by jurisdictions to 
adopt amendments to the Heavy Vehicle National Law made by the Queensland Parliament.  
ABRI is of the view that this would greatly enhance industry compliance and efficiency both of 
which are essential as battery stewardship becomes an increasing priority  

7. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt create a common 
operations manual should be developed to be adopted by all jurisdictions to encourage a more 
uniform interpretation of the ADG.    

This information will enable us to develop clear and accurate information to members and the 
broader community and as a result improve compliance and safety.   

I look forward to working with each agency in relation to these matters to improve knowledge, 
understanding and consistency of compliance requirements and best practices in the industry. 

Your sincerely, 

 

Libby Chaplin 
CEO 
AUSTRALIAN BATTERY RECYCLING INITIATIVE
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A|606 High Street Kew VIC 3101 
W | www.batteryrecycling.org.au 

E | secretariat@batteryrecycling.org.au 
T | 0467 515 260 

The Hon. Minister Mick Gentleman MLA 
Minister for the Environment and Heritage 
GPO Box 1020 
Canberra, ACT 2601  

30 June 2020 
Harmonisation to support battery stewardship 

Dear Minister, 

The Australian Battery Recycling Initiative is a strong advocate for compliance as a means of creating 
a level playing field and protecting environmental health and safety of workers and the community.   
The current lack of harmonisation for storage and transport of used batteries presents many 
challenges for compliance in an emerging industry, since: 

 COVID19 has impacted the industry and will continue to do so directly and indirectly as (see 
attached presentation). 

 The regulatory environment is complex and difficult to navigate and implement. 

 Regulation of battery storage and transport differs by state – definitions, requirements & reporting 
systems. 

 Bureaucratic restrictions regarding battery storage and transport requirements that inhibit 
increased collections – battery recyclers are well suited to collecting all chemistries, but some 
jurisdictions do not allow this. 

 Different risk factors for different types of batteries and for mixed loads which are not reflected in 
consistent regulation.   

 Recyclers are required to navigate multiple agencies in order to identify and understand 
compliance requirements including: 
 Federal agencies such as the Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment 
 State and territory environment agencies/departments 
 State and territory work safe departments 
 State and territory fire authorities 
 Local councils. 

 As an example, one ABRI member is responsible for more than 60 different permits which must be 
renewed on a regular basis. 

 The cost of permitting varies significantly across jurisdictions and in some cases have become 
prohibitive. 

 Rapid expansion of the sector with the emergence of the proposed battery stewardship scheme 
will rely on improvements to harmonisation. 

 Is made more difficult with rapidly changing organisational structures, personnel, and 
responsibilities in government agencies. 

ABRI is seeking to support the industry by encouraging government action to improve safety and 
efficiency in the industry as the COVID19 recovery unfolds.  We also seek to enhance industry 
understanding of compliance requirements across national and state/territory jurisdictions.   Over the 
next few months we intend to update our government resources portal with the latest requirements 
and also to develop training materials to inform members and the broader industry to understand 
how to safely and legally manage battery storage and transport. 
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In this context we are writing to you to request that the ACT Government: 

1. Work with the Commonwealth Government to introduce single touch digital reporting for transport 
of batteries/dangerous goods, noting that:   

 This has been a priority for ABRI for some time as members believe this to be essential to 
facilitate market development in a sector where economic viability is marginal yet community 
benefit significant  

 The importance of this activity has escalated in the current climate as it would reduce 
potential for spread of the virus and protect workers far beyond the battery sector. 

2. Inform us of any existing or planned ACT Initiatives, policies or guidelines specifically addressing 
batteries, for example landfill bans, health and safety, facility management, circular economy, or 
stewardship. 

3. Identify key contacts in the ACT Government responsible for: 
 Facility permitting requirements 

 Dangerous goods transport 

 Safety requirements 

 Fire services 

 Other relevant agencies. 

4. Provide ABRI with an overview of regulatory requirements in the ACT, for specific chemistries and 
mixed loads, including: 
 Storage limits/thresholds 

 Facility permits and related safety requirements  

 Transport of batteries within the state and into other jurisdictions 

 We would like an update on requirements including: 
 Waste codes applicable to specific battery chemistries and mixed loads 
 Government forms required to be submitted by the battery industry 
 Costs associated with any of the above. 

5. Identify any upcoming changes including efforts to harmonisation with other states including 
changes arising from ADG 7.7. 

6. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt the ADG Code into 
Australian law using the ‘applied legislation’ model. This is the same model used by jurisdictions to 
adopt amendments to the Heavy Vehicle National Law made by the Queensland Parliament.  
ABRI is of the view that this would greatly enhance industry compliance and efficiency both of 
which are essential as battery stewardship becomes an increasing priority  

7. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt create a common 
operations manual should be developed to be adopted by all jurisdictions to encourage a more 
uniform interpretation of the ADG.    

This information will enable us to develop clear and accurate information to members and the 
broader community and as a result improve compliance and safety.   

I look forward to working with each agency in relation to these matters to improve knowledge, 
understanding and consistency of compliance requirements and best practices in the industry. 

Your sincerely, 

 

Libby Chaplin 
CEO 
AUSTRALIAN BATTERY RECYCLING INITIATIVE
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A|606 High Street Kew VIC 3101 
W | www.batteryrecycling.org.au 

E | secretariat@batteryrecycling.org.au 
T | 0467 515 260 

The Hon. Minister Leeanne Enoch MP 
Minister for Environment and the Great Barrier Reef 
GPO Box 5078 
BRISBANE QLD 4001  

30 June 2020 
 

Harmonisation to support battery stewardship 

Dear Minister, 

The Australian Battery Recycling Initiative is a strong advocate for compliance as a means of creating 
a level playing field and protecting environmental health and safety of workers and the community.   
The current lack of harmonisation for storage and transport of used batteries presents many 
challenges for compliance in an emerging industry, since: 

 COVID19 has impacted the industry and will continue to do so directly and indirectly as (see 
attached presentation). 

 The regulatory environment is complex and difficult to navigate and implement. 

 Regulation of battery storage and transport differs by state – definitions, requirements & reporting 
systems. 

 Bureaucratic restrictions regarding battery storage and transport requirements that inhibit 
increased collections – battery recyclers are well suited to collecting all chemistries, but some 
jurisdictions do not allow this. 

 Different risk factors for different types of batteries and for mixed loads which are not reflected in 
consistent regulation.   

 Recyclers are required to navigate multiple agencies in order to identify and understand 
compliance requirements including: 
 Federal agencies such as the Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment 
 State and territory environment agencies/departments 
 State and territory work safe departments 
 State and territory fire authorities 
 Local councils. 

 As an example, one ABRI member is responsible for more than 60 different permits which must be 
renewed on a regular basis. 

 The cost of permitting varies significantly across jurisdictions and in some cases have become 
prohibitive. 

 Rapid expansion of the sector with the emergence of the proposed battery stewardship scheme 
will rely on improvements to harmonisation. 

 Is made more difficult with rapidly changing organisational structures, personnel, and 
responsibilities in government agencies. 

ABRI is seeking to support the industry by encouraging government action to improve safety and 
efficiency in the industry as the COVID19 recovery unfolds.  We also seek to enhance industry 
understanding of compliance requirements across national and state/territory jurisdictions.   Over the 
next few months we intend to update our government resources portal with the latest requirements 
and also to develop training materials to inform members and the broader industry to understand 
how to safely and legally manage battery storage and transport. 



 

 

 

 

ABRI Harmonisation letter to state and territories 20200623  

In this context we are writing to you to request that the Queensland Government: 

1. Work with the Commonwealth Government to introduce single touch digital reporting for transport 
of batteries/dangerous goods, noting that:   

 This has been a priority for ABRI for some time as members believe this to be essential to 
facilitate market development in a sector where economic viability is marginal yet community 
benefit significant  

 The importance of this activity has escalated in the current climate as it would reduce 
potential for spread of the virus and protect workers far beyond the battery sector. 

2. Inform us of any existing or planned Queensland Initiatives, policies or guidelines specifically 
addressing batteries, for example landfill bans, health and safety, facility management, circular 
economy, or stewardship. 

3. Identify key contacts in the Queensland Government responsible for: 
 Facility permitting requirements 

 Dangerous goods transport 

 Safety requirements 

 Fire services 

 Other relevant agencies. 

4. Provide ABRI with an overview of regulatory requirements in Queensland, for specific chemistries 
and mixed loads, including: 
 Storage limits/thresholds 

 Facility permits and related safety requirements  

 Transport of batteries within the state and into other jurisdictions 

 We would like an update on requirements including: 
 Waste codes applicable to specific battery chemistries and mixed loads 
 Government forms required to be submitted by the battery industry 
 Costs associated with any of the above. 

5. Identify any upcoming changes including efforts to harmonisation with other states including 
changes arising from ADG 7.7. 

6. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt the ADG Code into 
Australian law using the ‘applied legislation’ model. This is the same model used by jurisdictions to 
adopt amendments to the Heavy Vehicle National Law made by the Queensland Parliament.  
ABRI is of the view that this would greatly enhance industry compliance and efficiency both of 
which are essential as battery stewardship becomes an increasing priority  

7. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt create a common 
operations manual should be developed to be adopted by all jurisdictions to encourage a more 
uniform interpretation of the ADG.    

This information will enable us to develop clear and accurate information to members and the 
broader community and as a result improve compliance and safety.   

I look forward to working with each agency in relation to these matters to improve knowledge, 
understanding and consistency of compliance requirements and best practices in the industry. 

Your sincerely, 

 

Libby Chaplin 
CEO 
AUSTRALIAN BATTERY RECYCLING INITIATIVE



 

 

 

 

ABRI Harmonisation letter to state and territories 20200623  

A|606 High Street Kew VIC 3101 
W | www.batteryrecycling.org.au 

E | secretariat@batteryrecycling.org.au 
T | 0467 515 260 

The Hon. Minister Eva Lawler MLA 
Minister for Environment and Natural Resources 
Parliament House 
Darwin NT 0800  

30 June 2020 
 

Harmonisation to support battery stewardship 

Dear Minister, 

The Australian Battery Recycling Initiative is a strong advocate for compliance as a means of creating 
a level playing field and protecting environmental health and safety of workers and the community.   
The current lack of harmonisation for storage and transport of used batteries presents many 
challenges for compliance in an emerging industry, since: 

 COVID19 has impacted the industry and will continue to do so directly and indirectly as (see 
attached presentation). 

 The regulatory environment is complex and difficult to navigate and implement. 

 Regulation of battery storage and transport differs by state – definitions, requirements & reporting 
systems. 

 Bureaucratic restrictions regarding battery storage and transport requirements that inhibit 
increased collections – battery recyclers are well suited to collecting all chemistries, but some 
jurisdictions do not allow this. 

 Different risk factors for different types of batteries and for mixed loads which are not reflected in 
consistent regulation.   

 Recyclers are required to navigate multiple agencies in order to identify and understand 
compliance requirements including: 
 Federal agencies such as the Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment 
 State and territory environment agencies/departments 
 State and territory work safe departments 
 State and territory fire authorities 
 Local councils. 

 As an example, one ABRI member is responsible for more than 60 different permits which must be 
renewed on a regular basis. 

 The cost of permitting varies significantly across jurisdictions and in some cases have become 
prohibitive. 

 Rapid expansion of the sector with the emergence of the proposed battery stewardship scheme 
will rely on improvements to harmonisation. 

 Is made more difficult with rapidly changing organisational structures, personnel, and 
responsibilities in government agencies. 

ABRI is seeking to support the industry by encouraging government action to improve safety and 
efficiency in the industry as the COVID19 recovery unfolds.  We also seek to enhance industry 
understanding of compliance requirements across national and state/territory jurisdictions.   Over the 
next few months we intend to update our government resources portal with the latest requirements 
and also to develop training materials to inform members and the broader industry to understand 
how to safely and legally manage battery storage and transport. 



 

 

 

 

ABRI Harmonisation letter to state and territories 20200623  

In this context we are writing to you to request that the Northern Territory Government: 

1. Work with the Commonwealth Government to introduce single touch digital reporting for transport 
of batteries/dangerous goods, noting that:   

 This has been a priority for ABRI for some time as members believe this to be essential to 
facilitate market development in a sector where economic viability is marginal yet community 
benefit significant  

 The importance of this activity has escalated in the current climate as it would reduce 
potential for spread of the virus and protect workers far beyond the battery sector. 

2. Inform us of any existing or planned Northern Territory Initiatives, policies or guidelines specifically 
addressing batteries, for example landfill bans, health and safety, facility management, circular 
economy, or stewardship. 

3. Identify key contacts in the Northern Territory Government responsible for: 
 Facility permitting requirements 

 Dangerous goods transport 

 Safety requirements 

 Fire services 

 Other relevant agencies. 

4. Provide ABRI with an overview of regulatory requirements in the Northern Territory, for specific 
chemistries and mixed loads, including: 
 Storage limits/thresholds 

 Facility permits and related safety requirements  

 Transport of batteries within the state and into other jurisdictions 

 We would like an update on requirements including: 
 Waste codes applicable to specific battery chemistries and mixed loads 
 Government forms required to be submitted by the battery industry 
 Costs associated with any of the above. 

5. Identify any upcoming changes including efforts to harmonisation with other states including 
changes arising from ADG 7.7. 

6. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt the ADG Code into 
Australian law using the ‘applied legislation’ model. This is the same model used by jurisdictions to 
adopt amendments to the Heavy Vehicle National Law made by the Queensland Parliament.  
ABRI is of the view that this would greatly enhance industry compliance and efficiency both of 
which are essential as battery stewardship becomes an increasing priority  

7. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt create a common 
operations manual should be developed to be adopted by all jurisdictions to encourage a more 
uniform interpretation of the ADG.    

This information will enable us to develop clear and accurate information to members and the 
broader community and as a result improve compliance and safety.   

I look forward to working with each agency in relation to these matters to improve knowledge, 
understanding and consistency of compliance requirements and best practices in the industry. 

Your sincerely, 

 

Libby Chaplin 
CEO 
AUSTRALIAN BATTERY RECYCLING INITIATIVE
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A|606 High Street Kew VIC 3101 
W | www.batteryrecycling.org.au 

E | secretariat@batteryrecycling.org.au 
T | 0467 515 260 

The Hon. Minister Stephen Dawson MLC 
Minister for Environment 
12th Floor, Dumas House 
2 Havelock Street 
WEST PERTH WA 6005  

30 June 2020 
Harmonisation to support battery stewardship 

Dear Minister, 

The Australian Battery Recycling Initiative is a strong advocate for compliance as a means of creating 
a level playing field and protecting environmental health and safety of workers and the community.   
The current lack of harmonisation for storage and transport of used batteries presents many 
challenges for compliance in an emerging industry, since: 

 COVID19 has impacted the industry and will continue to do so directly and indirectly as (see 
attached presentation). 

 The regulatory environment is complex and difficult to navigate and implement. 

 Regulation of battery storage and transport differs by state – definitions, requirements & reporting 
systems. 

 Bureaucratic restrictions regarding battery storage and transport requirements that inhibit 
increased collections – battery recyclers are well suited to collecting all chemistries, but some 
jurisdictions do not allow this. 

 Different risk factors for different types of batteries and for mixed loads which are not reflected in 
consistent regulation.   

 Recyclers are required to navigate multiple agencies in order to identify and understand 
compliance requirements including: 
 Federal agencies such as the Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment 
 State and territory environment agencies/departments 
 State and territory work safe departments 
 State and territory fire authorities 
 Local councils. 

 As an example, one ABRI member is responsible for more than 60 different permits which must be 
renewed on a regular basis. 

 The cost of permitting varies significantly across jurisdictions and in some cases have become 
prohibitive. 

 Rapid expansion of the sector with the emergence of the proposed battery stewardship scheme 
will rely on improvements to harmonisation. 

 Is made more difficult with rapidly changing organisational structures, personnel, and 
responsibilities in government agencies. 

ABRI is seeking to support the industry by encouraging government action to improve safety and 
efficiency in the industry as the COVID19 recovery unfolds.  We also seek to enhance industry 
understanding of compliance requirements across national and state/territory jurisdictions.   Over the 
next few months we intend to update our government resources portal with the latest requirements 
and also to develop training materials to inform members and the broader industry to understand 
how to safely and legally manage battery storage and transport. 
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In this context we are writing to you to request that the Western Australian Government: 

1. Work with the Commonwealth Government to introduce single touch digital reporting for transport 
of batteries/dangerous goods, noting that:   

 This has been a priority for ABRI for some time as members believe this to be essential to 
facilitate market development in a sector where economic viability is marginal yet community 
benefit significant  

 The importance of this activity has escalated in the current climate as it would reduce 
potential for spread of the virus and protect workers far beyond the battery sector. 

2. Inform us of any existing or planned Western Australian Initiatives, policies or guidelines specifically 
addressing batteries, for example landfill bans, health and safety, facility management, circular 
economy, or stewardship. 

3. Identify key contacts in the Western Australian Government responsible for: 
 Facility permitting requirements 

 Dangerous goods transport 

 Safety requirements 

 Fire services 

 Other relevant agencies. 

4. Provide ABRI with an overview of regulatory requirements in Western Australia, for specific 
chemistries and mixed loads, including: 
 Storage limits/thresholds 

 Facility permits and related safety requirements  

 Transport of batteries within the state and into other jurisdictions 

 We would like an update on requirements including: 
 Waste codes applicable to specific battery chemistries and mixed loads 
 Government forms required to be submitted by the battery industry 
 Costs associated with any of the above. 

5. Identify any upcoming changes including efforts to harmonisation with other states including 
changes arising from ADG 7.7. 

6. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt the ADG Code into 
Australian law using the ‘applied legislation’ model. This is the same model used by jurisdictions to 
adopt amendments to the Heavy Vehicle National Law made by the Queensland Parliament.  
ABRI is of the view that this would greatly enhance industry compliance and efficiency both of 
which are essential as battery stewardship becomes an increasing priority  

7. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt create a common 
operations manual should be developed to be adopted by all jurisdictions to encourage a more 
uniform interpretation of the ADG.    

This information will enable us to develop clear and accurate information to members and the 
broader community and as a result improve compliance and safety.   

I look forward to working with each agency in relation to these matters to improve knowledge, 
understanding and consistency of compliance requirements and best practices in the industry. 

Your sincerely, 

 

Libby Chaplin 
CEO 
AUSTRALIAN BATTERY RECYCLING INITIATIVE
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E | secretariat@batteryrecycling.org.au 
T | 0467 515 260 

The Hon. Minister David Speirs MP 
Minister for Environment and Water 
GPO Box 1047 
ADELAIDE SA 5001  

30 June 2020 
 

Harmonisation to support battery stewardship 

Dear Minister, 

The Australian Battery Recycling Initiative is a strong advocate for compliance as a means of creating 
a level playing field and protecting environmental health and safety of workers and the community.   
The current lack of harmonisation for storage and transport of used batteries presents many 
challenges for compliance in an emerging industry, since: 

 COVID19 has impacted the industry and will continue to do so directly and indirectly as (see 
attached presentation). 

 The regulatory environment is complex and difficult to navigate and implement. 

 Regulation of battery storage and transport differs by state – definitions, requirements & reporting 
systems. 

 Bureaucratic restrictions regarding battery storage and transport requirements that inhibit 
increased collections – battery recyclers are well suited to collecting all chemistries, but some 
jurisdictions do not allow this. 

 Different risk factors for different types of batteries and for mixed loads which are not reflected in 
consistent regulation.   

 Recyclers are required to navigate multiple agencies in order to identify and understand 
compliance requirements including: 
 Federal agencies such as the Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment 
 State and territory environment agencies/departments 
 State and territory work safe departments 
 State and territory fire authorities 
 Local councils. 

 As an example, one ABRI member is responsible for more than 60 different permits which must be 
renewed on a regular basis. 

 The cost of permitting varies significantly across jurisdictions and in some cases have become 
prohibitive. 

 Rapid expansion of the sector with the emergence of the proposed battery stewardship scheme 
will rely on improvements to harmonisation. 

 Is made more difficult with rapidly changing organisational structures, personnel, and 
responsibilities in government agencies. 

ABRI is seeking to support the industry by encouraging government action to improve safety and 
efficiency in the industry as the COVID19 recovery unfolds.  We also seek to enhance industry 
understanding of compliance requirements across national and state/territory jurisdictions.   Over the 
next few months we intend to update our government resources portal with the latest requirements 
and also to develop training materials to inform members and the broader industry to understand 
how to safely and legally manage battery storage and transport. 
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In this context we are writing to you to request that the South Australian Government: 

1. Work with the Commonwealth Government to introduce single touch digital reporting for transport 
of batteries/dangerous goods, noting that:   

 This has been a priority for ABRI for some time as members believe this to be essential to 
facilitate market development in a sector where economic viability is marginal yet community 
benefit significant  

 The importance of this activity has escalated in the current climate as it would reduce 
potential for spread of the virus and protect workers far beyond the battery sector. 

2. Inform us of any existing or planned South Australian Initiatives, policies or guidelines specifically 
addressing batteries, for example landfill bans, health and safety, facility management, circular 
economy, or stewardship. 

3. Identify key contacts in the South Australian Government responsible for: 
 Facility permitting requirements 

 Dangerous goods transport 

 Safety requirements 

 Fire services 

 Other relevant agencies. 

4. Provide ABRI with an overview of regulatory requirements in South Australia, for specific chemistries 
and mixed loads, including: 
 Storage limits/thresholds 

 Facility permits and related safety requirements  

 Transport of batteries within the state and into other jurisdictions 

 We would like an update on requirements including: 
 Waste codes applicable to specific battery chemistries and mixed loads 
 Government forms required to be submitted by the battery industry 
 Costs associated with any of the above. 

5. Identify any upcoming changes including efforts to harmonisation with other states including 
changes arising from ADG 7.7. 

6. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt the ADG Code into 
Australian law using the ‘applied legislation’ model. This is the same model used by jurisdictions to 
adopt amendments to the Heavy Vehicle National Law made by the Queensland Parliament.  
ABRI is of the view that this would greatly enhance industry compliance and efficiency both of 
which are essential as battery stewardship becomes an increasing priority  

7. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt create a common 
operations manual should be developed to be adopted by all jurisdictions to encourage a more 
uniform interpretation of the ADG.    

This information will enable us to develop clear and accurate information to members and the 
broader community and as a result improve compliance and safety.   

I look forward to working with each agency in relation to these matters to improve knowledge, 
understanding and consistency of compliance requirements and best practices in the industry. 

Your sincerely, 

 

Libby Chaplin 
CEO 
AUSTRALIAN BATTERY RECYCLING INITIATIVE



 

 

 

 

ABRI Harmonisation letter to state and territories 20200623  
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The Hon. Minister Roger Jaensch MP 
Minister for Environment and Parks 
Parliament House 
Hobart, Tasmania, 7000  

30 June 2020 
 

Harmonisation to support battery stewardship 

Dear Minister, 

The Australian Battery Recycling Initiative is a strong advocate for compliance as a means of creating 
a level playing field and protecting environmental health and safety of workers and the community.   
The current lack of harmonisation for storage and transport of used batteries presents many 
challenges for compliance in an emerging industry, since: 

 COVID19 has impacted the industry and will continue to do so directly and indirectly as (see 
attached presentation). 

 The regulatory environment is complex and difficult to navigate and implement. 

 Regulation of battery storage and transport differs by state – definitions, requirements & reporting 
systems. 

 Bureaucratic restrictions regarding battery storage and transport requirements that inhibit 
increased collections – battery recyclers are well suited to collecting all chemistries, but some 
jurisdictions do not allow this. 

 Different risk factors for different types of batteries and for mixed loads which are not reflected in 
consistent regulation.   

 Recyclers are required to navigate multiple agencies in order to identify and understand 
compliance requirements including: 
 Federal agencies such as the Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment 
 State and territory environment agencies/departments 
 State and territory work safe departments 
 State and territory fire authorities 
 Local councils. 

 As an example, one ABRI member is responsible for more than 60 different permits which must be 
renewed on a regular basis. 

 The cost of permitting varies significantly across jurisdictions and in some cases have become 
prohibitive. 

 Rapid expansion of the sector with the emergence of the proposed battery stewardship scheme 
will rely on improvements to harmonisation. 

 Is made more difficult with rapidly changing organisational structures, personnel, and 
responsibilities in government agencies. 

ABRI is seeking to support the industry by encouraging government action to improve safety and 
efficiency in the industry as the COVID19 recovery unfolds.  We also seek to enhance industry 
understanding of compliance requirements across national and state/territory jurisdictions.   Over the 
next few months we intend to update our government resources portal with the latest requirements 
and also to develop training materials to inform members and the broader industry to understand 
how to safely and legally manage battery storage and transport. 
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In this context we are writing to you to request that the Tasmanian Government: 

1. Work with the Commonwealth Government to introduce single touch digital reporting for transport 
of batteries/dangerous goods, noting that:   

 This has been a priority for ABRI for some time as members believe this to be essential to 
facilitate market development in a sector where economic viability is marginal yet community 
benefit significant  

 The importance of this activity has escalated in the current climate as it would reduce 
potential for spread of the virus and protect workers far beyond the battery sector. 

2. Inform us of any existing or planned Tasmanian Initiatives, policies or guidelines specifically 
addressing batteries, for example landfill bans, health and safety, facility management, circular 
economy, or stewardship. 

3. Identify key contacts in the Tasmanian Government responsible for: 
 Facility permitting requirements 

 Dangerous goods transport 

 Safety requirements 

 Fire services 

 Other relevant agencies. 

4. Provide ABRI with an overview of regulatory requirements in Tasmania, for specific chemistries and 
mixed loads, including: 
 Storage limits/thresholds 

 Facility permits and related safety requirements  

 Transport of batteries within the state and into other jurisdictions 

 We would like an update on requirements including: 
 Waste codes applicable to specific battery chemistries and mixed loads 
 Government forms required to be submitted by the battery industry 
 Costs associated with any of the above. 

5. Identify any upcoming changes including efforts to harmonisation with other states including 
changes arising from ADG 7.7. 

6. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt the ADG Code into 
Australian law using the ‘applied legislation’ model. This is the same model used by jurisdictions to 
adopt amendments to the Heavy Vehicle National Law made by the Queensland Parliament.  
ABRI is of the view that this would greatly enhance industry compliance and efficiency both of 
which are essential as battery stewardship becomes an increasing priority  

7. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt create a common 
operations manual should be developed to be adopted by all jurisdictions to encourage a more 
uniform interpretation of the ADG.    

This information will enable us to develop clear and accurate information to members and the 
broader community and as a result improve compliance and safety.   

I look forward to working with each agency in relation to these matters to improve knowledge, 
understanding and consistency of compliance requirements and best practices in the industry. 

Your sincerely, 

 

Libby Chaplin 
CEO 
AUSTRALIAN BATTERY RECYCLING INITIATIVE
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W | www.batteryrecycling.org.au 

E | secretariat@batteryrecycling.org.au 
T | 0467 515 260 

The Hon. Minister Matthew Kean MP 
Minister for Energy and Environment 
 

30 June 2020 
 

Harmonisation to support battery stewardship 

Dear Minister, 

The Australian Battery Recycling Initiative is a strong advocate for compliance as a means of creating 
a level playing field and protecting environmental health and safety of workers and the community.   
The current lack of harmonisation for storage and transport of used batteries presents many 
challenges for compliance in an emerging industry, since: 

 COVID19 has impacted the industry and will continue to do so directly and indirectly as (see 
attached presentation). 

 The regulatory environment is complex and difficult to navigate and implement. 

 Regulation of battery storage and transport differs by state – definitions, requirements & reporting 
systems. 

 Bureaucratic restrictions regarding battery storage and transport requirements that inhibit 
increased collections – battery recyclers are well suited to collecting all chemistries, but some 
jurisdictions do not allow this. 

 Different risk factors for different types of batteries and for mixed loads which are not reflected in 
consistent regulation.   

 Recyclers are required to navigate multiple agencies in order to identify and understand 
compliance requirements including: 
 Federal agencies such as the Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment 
 State and territory environment agencies/departments 
 State and territory work safe departments 
 State and territory fire authorities 
 Local councils. 

 As an example, one ABRI member is responsible for more than 60 different permits which must be 
renewed on a regular basis. 

 The cost of permitting varies significantly across jurisdictions and in some cases have become 
prohibitive. 

 Rapid expansion of the sector with the emergence of the proposed battery stewardship scheme 
will rely on improvements to harmonisation. 

 Is made more difficult with rapidly changing organisational structures, personnel, and 
responsibilities in government agencies. 

ABRI is seeking to support the industry by encouraging government action to improve safety and 
efficiency in the industry as the COVID19 recovery unfolds.  We also seek to enhance industry 
understanding of compliance requirements across national and state/territory jurisdictions.   Over the 
next few months we intend to update our government resources portal with the latest requirements 
and also to develop training materials to inform members and the broader industry to understand 
how to safely and legally manage battery storage and transport. 
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In this context we are writing to you to request that the New South Wales Government: 

1. Work with the Commonwealth Government to introduce single touch digital reporting for transport 
of batteries/dangerous goods, noting that:   

 This has been a priority for ABRI for some time as members believe this to be essential to 
facilitate market development in a sector where economic viability is marginal yet community 
benefit significant  

 The importance of this activity has escalated in the current climate as it would reduce 
potential for spread of the virus and protect workers far beyond the battery sector. 

2. Inform us of any existing or planned New South Wales Initiatives, policies or guidelines specifically 
addressing batteries, for example landfill bans, health and safety, facility management, circular 
economy, or stewardship. 

3. Identify key contacts in the New South Wales Government responsible for: 
 Facility permitting requirements 

 Dangerous goods transport 

 Safety requirements 

 Fire services 

 Other relevant agencies. 

4. Provide ABRI with an overview of regulatory requirements in New South Wales, for specific 
chemistries and mixed loads, including: 
 Storage limits/thresholds 

 Facility permits and related safety requirements  

 Transport of batteries within the state and into other jurisdictions 

 We would like an update on requirements including: 
 Waste codes applicable to specific battery chemistries and mixed loads 
 Government forms required to be submitted by the battery industry 
 Costs associated with any of the above. 

5. Identify any upcoming changes including efforts to harmonisation with other states including 
changes arising from ADG 7.7. 

6. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt the ADG Code into 
Australian law using the ‘applied legislation’ model. This is the same model used by jurisdictions to 
adopt amendments to the Heavy Vehicle National Law made by the Queensland Parliament.  
ABRI is of the view that this would greatly enhance industry compliance and efficiency both of 
which are essential as battery stewardship becomes an increasing priority  

7. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt create a common 
operations manual should be developed to be adopted by all jurisdictions to encourage a more 
uniform interpretation of the ADG.    

This information will enable us to develop clear and accurate information to members and the 
broader community and as a result improve compliance and safety.   

I look forward to working with each agency in relation to these matters to improve knowledge, 
understanding and consistency of compliance requirements and best practices in the industry. 

Your sincerely, 

 

Libby Chaplin 
CEO 
AUSTRALIAN BATTERY RECYCLING INITIATIVE
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The Hon. Minister Martin Pakula MP 
Minister for Jobs, Innovation and Trade 
Level 36, 121 Exhibition Street 
Melbourne, VIC 3000 

 30 June 2020 
 

Harmonisation to support battery stewardship 

Dear Minister, 

The Australian Battery Recycling Initiative is a strong advocate for compliance as a means of creating 
a level playing field and protecting environmental health and safety of workers and the community.   
The current lack of harmonisation for storage and transport of used batteries presents many 
challenges for compliance in an emerging industry, since: 

 COVID19 has impacted the industry and will continue to do so directly and indirectly as (see 
attached presentation). 

 The regulatory environment is complex and difficult to navigate and implement. 

 Regulation of battery storage and transport differs by state – definitions, requirements & reporting 
systems. 

 Bureaucratic restrictions regarding battery storage and transport requirements that inhibit 
increased collections – battery recyclers are well suited to collecting all chemistries, but some 
jurisdictions do not allow this. 

 Different risk factors for different types of batteries and for mixed loads which are not reflected in 
consistent regulation.   

 Recyclers are required to navigate multiple agencies in order to identify and understand 
compliance requirements including: 
 Federal agencies such as the Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment 
 State and territory environment agencies/departments 
 State and territory work safe departments 
 State and territory fire authorities 
 Local councils. 

 As an example, one ABRI member is responsible for more than 60 different permits which must be 
renewed on a regular basis. 

 The cost of permitting varies significantly across jurisdictions and in some cases have become 
prohibitive. 

 Rapid expansion of the sector with the emergence of the proposed battery stewardship scheme 
will rely on improvements to harmonisation. 

 Is made more difficult with rapidly changing organisational structures, personnel, and 
responsibilities in government agencies. 

ABRI is seeking to support the industry by encouraging government action to improve safety and 
efficiency in the industry as the COVID19 recovery unfolds.  We also seek to enhance industry 
understanding of compliance requirements across national and state/territory jurisdictions.   Over the 
next few months we intend to update our government resources portal with the latest requirements 
and also to develop training materials to inform members and the broader industry to understand 
how to safely and legally manage battery storage and transport. 
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In this context we are writing to you to request that the Victorian Government: 

1. Work with the Commonwealth Government to introduce single touch digital reporting for transport 
of batteries/dangerous goods, noting that:   

 This has been a priority for ABRI for some time as members believe this to be essential to 
facilitate market development in a sector where economic viability is marginal yet community 
benefit significant  

 The importance of this activity has escalated in the current climate as it would reduce 
potential for spread of the virus and protect workers far beyond the battery sector. 

2. Inform us of any existing or planned Victorian Initiatives, policies or guidelines specifically 
addressing batteries, for example landfill bans, health and safety, facility management, circular 
economy, or stewardship. 

3. Identify key contacts in the Victorian Government responsible for: 
 Facility permitting requirements 

 Dangerous goods transport 

 Safety requirements 

 Fire services 

 Other relevant agencies. 

4. Provide ABRI with an overview of regulatory requirements in Victoria, for specific chemistries and 
mixed loads, including: 
 Storage limits/thresholds 

 Facility permits and related safety requirements  

 Transport of batteries within the state and into other jurisdictions 

 We would like an update on requirements including: 
 Waste codes applicable to specific battery chemistries and mixed loads 
 Government forms required to be submitted by the battery industry 
 Costs associated with any of the above. 

5. Identify any upcoming changes including efforts to harmonisation with other states including 
changes arising from ADG 7.7. 

6. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt the ADG Code into 
Australian law using the ‘applied legislation’ model. This is the same model used by jurisdictions to 
adopt amendments to the Heavy Vehicle National Law made by the Queensland Parliament.  
ABRI is of the view that this would greatly enhance industry compliance and efficiency both of 
which are essential as battery stewardship becomes an increasing priority  

7. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt create a common 
operations manual should be developed to be adopted by all jurisdictions to encourage a more 
uniform interpretation of the ADG.    

This information will enable us to develop clear and accurate information to members and the 
broader community and as a result improve compliance and safety.   

I look forward to working with each agency in relation to these matters to improve knowledge, 
understanding and consistency of compliance requirements and best practices in the industry. 

Your sincerely, 

 

Libby Chaplin 
CEO 
AUSTRALIAN BATTERY RECYCLING INITIATIVE
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W | www.batteryrecycling.org.au 

E | secretariat@batteryrecycling.org.au 
T | 0467 515 260 

The Hon. Minister Andrew Barr MLA 
Minister for Trade, Industry and Investment 
GPO Box 1020 
Canberra, ACT 2601 

 30 June 2020 
 

Harmonisation to support battery stewardship 

Dear Minister, 

The Australian Battery Recycling Initiative is a strong advocate for compliance as a means of creating 
a level playing field and protecting environmental health and safety of workers and the community.   
The current lack of harmonisation for storage and transport of used batteries presents many 
challenges for compliance in an emerging industry, since: 

 COVID19 has impacted the industry and will continue to do so directly and indirectly as (see 
attached presentation). 

 The regulatory environment is complex and difficult to navigate and implement. 

 Regulation of battery storage and transport differs by state – definitions, requirements & reporting 
systems. 

 Bureaucratic restrictions regarding battery storage and transport requirements that inhibit 
increased collections – battery recyclers are well suited to collecting all chemistries, but some 
jurisdictions do not allow this. 

 Different risk factors for different types of batteries and for mixed loads which are not reflected in 
consistent regulation.   

 Recyclers are required to navigate multiple agencies in order to identify and understand 
compliance requirements including: 
 Federal agencies such as the Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment 
 State and territory environment agencies/departments 
 State and territory work safe departments 
 State and territory fire authorities 
 Local councils. 

 As an example, one ABRI member is responsible for more than 60 different permits which must be 
renewed on a regular basis. 

 The cost of permitting varies significantly across jurisdictions and in some cases have become 
prohibitive. 

 Rapid expansion of the sector with the emergence of the proposed battery stewardship scheme 
will rely on improvements to harmonisation. 

 Is made more difficult with rapidly changing organisational structures, personnel, and 
responsibilities in government agencies. 

ABRI is seeking to support the industry by encouraging government action to improve safety and 
efficiency in the industry as the COVID19 recovery unfolds.  We also seek to enhance industry 
understanding of compliance requirements across national and state/territory jurisdictions.   Over the 
next few months we intend to update our government resources portal with the latest requirements 
and also to develop training materials to inform members and the broader industry to understand 
how to safely and legally manage battery storage and transport. 
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In this context we are writing to you to request that the ACT Government: 

1. Work with the Commonwealth Government to introduce single touch digital reporting for transport 
of batteries/dangerous goods, noting that:   

 This has been a priority for ABRI for some time as members believe this to be essential to 
facilitate market development in a sector where economic viability is marginal yet community 
benefit significant  

 The importance of this activity has escalated in the current climate as it would reduce 
potential for spread of the virus and protect workers far beyond the battery sector. 

2. Inform us of any existing or planned ACT Initiatives, policies or guidelines specifically addressing 
batteries, for example landfill bans, health and safety, facility management, circular economy, or 
stewardship. 

3. Identify key contacts in the ACT Government responsible for: 
 Facility permitting requirements 

 Dangerous goods transport 

 Safety requirements 

 Fire services 

 Other relevant agencies. 

4. Provide ABRI with an overview of regulatory requirements in the ACT, for specific chemistries and 
mixed loads, including: 
 Storage limits/thresholds 

 Facility permits and related safety requirements  

 Transport of batteries within the state and into other jurisdictions 

 We would like an update on requirements including: 
 Waste codes applicable to specific battery chemistries and mixed loads 
 Government forms required to be submitted by the battery industry 
 Costs associated with any of the above. 

5. Identify any upcoming changes including efforts to harmonisation with other states including 
changes arising from ADG 7.7. 

6. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt the ADG Code into 
Australian law using the ‘applied legislation’ model. This is the same model used by jurisdictions to 
adopt amendments to the Heavy Vehicle National Law made by the Queensland Parliament.  
ABRI is of the view that this would greatly enhance industry compliance and efficiency both of 
which are essential as battery stewardship becomes an increasing priority  

7. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt create a common 
operations manual should be developed to be adopted by all jurisdictions to encourage a more 
uniform interpretation of the ADG.    

This information will enable us to develop clear and accurate information to members and the 
broader community and as a result improve compliance and safety.   

I look forward to working with each agency in relation to these matters to improve knowledge, 
understanding and consistency of compliance requirements and best practices in the industry. 

Your sincerely, 

 

 

Libby Chaplin 
CEO, AUSTRALIAN BATTERY RECYCLING INITIATIVE
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The Hon. Minister Cameron Dick MP 
Minister for State Development, Manufacturing, Infrastructure and Planning 
PO Box 15009 
CITY EAST QLD 4002 

30 June 2020 
 

Harmonisation to support battery stewardship 

Dear Minister, 

The Australian Battery Recycling Initiative is a strong advocate for compliance as a means of creating 
a level playing field and protecting environmental health and safety of workers and the community.   
The current lack of harmonisation for storage and transport of used batteries presents many 
challenges for compliance in an emerging industry, since: 

 COVID19 has impacted the industry and will continue to do so directly and indirectly as (see 
attached presentation). 

 The regulatory environment is complex and difficult to navigate and implement. 

 Regulation of battery storage and transport differs by state – definitions, requirements & reporting 
systems. 

 Bureaucratic restrictions regarding battery storage and transport requirements that inhibit 
increased collections – battery recyclers are well suited to collecting all chemistries, but some 
jurisdictions do not allow this. 

 Different risk factors for different types of batteries and for mixed loads which are not reflected in 
consistent regulation.   

 Recyclers are required to navigate multiple agencies in order to identify and understand 
compliance requirements including: 
 Federal agencies such as the Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment 
 State and territory environment agencies/departments 
 State and territory work safe departments 
 State and territory fire authorities 
 Local councils. 

 As an example, one ABRI member is responsible for more than 60 different permits which must be 
renewed on a regular basis. 

 The cost of permitting varies significantly across jurisdictions and in some cases have become 
prohibitive. 

 Rapid expansion of the sector with the emergence of the proposed battery stewardship scheme 
will rely on improvements to harmonisation. 

 Is made more difficult with rapidly changing organisational structures, personnel, and 
responsibilities in government agencies. 

ABRI is seeking to support the industry by encouraging government action to improve safety and 
efficiency in the industry as the COVID19 recovery unfolds.  We also seek to enhance industry 
understanding of compliance requirements across national and state/territory jurisdictions.   Over the 
next few months we intend to update our government resources portal with the latest requirements 
and also to develop training materials to inform members and the broader industry to understand 
how to safely and legally manage battery storage and transport. 
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In this context we are writing to you to request that the Queensland Government: 

1. Work with the Commonwealth Government to introduce single touch digital reporting for transport 
of batteries/dangerous goods, noting that:   

 This has been a priority for ABRI for some time as members believe this to be essential to 
facilitate market development in a sector where economic viability is marginal yet community 
benefit significant  

 The importance of this activity has escalated in the current climate as it would reduce 
potential for spread of the virus and protect workers far beyond the battery sector. 

2. Inform us of any existing or planned Queensland Initiatives, policies or guidelines specifically 
addressing batteries, for example landfill bans, health and safety, facility management, circular 
economy, or stewardship. 

3. Identify key contacts in the Queensland Government responsible for: 
 Facility permitting requirements 

 Dangerous goods transport 

 Safety requirements 

 Fire services 

 Other relevant agencies. 

4. Provide ABRI with an overview of regulatory requirements in Queensland, for specific chemistries 
and mixed loads, including: 
 Storage limits/thresholds 

 Facility permits and related safety requirements  

 Transport of batteries within the state and into other jurisdictions 

 We would like an update on requirements including: 
 Waste codes applicable to specific battery chemistries and mixed loads 
 Government forms required to be submitted by the battery industry 
 Costs associated with any of the above. 

5. Identify any upcoming changes including efforts to harmonisation with other states including 
changes arising from ADG 7.7. 

6. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt the ADG Code into 
Australian law using the ‘applied legislation’ model. This is the same model used by jurisdictions to 
adopt amendments to the Heavy Vehicle National Law made by the Queensland Parliament.  
ABRI is of the view that this would greatly enhance industry compliance and efficiency both of 
which are essential as battery stewardship becomes an increasing priority  

7. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt create a common 
operations manual should be developed to be adopted by all jurisdictions to encourage a more 
uniform interpretation of the ADG.    

This information will enable us to develop clear and accurate information to members and the 
broader community and as a result improve compliance and safety.   

I look forward to working with each agency in relation to these matters to improve knowledge, 
understanding and consistency of compliance requirements and best practices in the industry. 

Your sincerely, 

 

Libby Chaplin 
CEO 
AUSTRALIAN BATTERY RECYCLING INITIATIVE
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The Hon. Minister Paul Kirby MLA 
Minister for Primary Industry and Resources 
Parliament House 
Darwin NT 0800  

30 June 2020 
 

Harmonisation to support battery stewardship 

Dear Minister, 

The Australian Battery Recycling Initiative is a strong advocate for compliance as a means of creating 
a level playing field and protecting environmental health and safety of workers and the community.   
The current lack of harmonisation for storage and transport of used batteries presents many 
challenges for compliance in an emerging industry, since: 

 COVID19 has impacted the industry and will continue to do so directly and indirectly as (see 
attached presentation). 

 The regulatory environment is complex and difficult to navigate and implement. 

 Regulation of battery storage and transport differs by state – definitions, requirements & reporting 
systems. 

 Bureaucratic restrictions regarding battery storage and transport requirements that inhibit 
increased collections – battery recyclers are well suited to collecting all chemistries, but some 
jurisdictions do not allow this. 

 Different risk factors for different types of batteries and for mixed loads which are not reflected in 
consistent regulation.   

 Recyclers are required to navigate multiple agencies in order to identify and understand 
compliance requirements including: 
 Federal agencies such as the Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment 
 State and territory environment agencies/departments 
 State and territory work safe departments 
 State and territory fire authorities 
 Local councils. 

 As an example, one ABRI member is responsible for more than 60 different permits which must be 
renewed on a regular basis. 

 The cost of permitting varies significantly across jurisdictions and in some cases have become 
prohibitive. 

 Rapid expansion of the sector with the emergence of the proposed battery stewardship scheme 
will rely on improvements to harmonisation. 

 Is made more difficult with rapidly changing organisational structures, personnel, and 
responsibilities in government agencies. 

ABRI is seeking to support the industry by encouraging government action to improve safety and 
efficiency in the industry as the COVID19 recovery unfolds.  We also seek to enhance industry 
understanding of compliance requirements across national and state/territory jurisdictions.   Over the 
next few months we intend to update our government resources portal with the latest requirements 
and also to develop training materials to inform members and the broader industry to understand 
how to safely and legally manage battery storage and transport. 
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In this context we are writing to you to request that the Northern Territory Government: 

1. Work with the Commonwealth Government to introduce single touch digital reporting for transport 
of batteries/dangerous goods, noting that:   

 This has been a priority for ABRI for some time as members believe this to be essential to 
facilitate market development in a sector where economic viability is marginal yet community 
benefit significant  

 The importance of this activity has escalated in the current climate as it would reduce 
potential for spread of the virus and protect workers far beyond the battery sector. 

2. Inform us of any existing or planned Northern Territory Initiatives, policies or guidelines specifically 
addressing batteries, for example landfill bans, health and safety, facility management, circular 
economy, or stewardship. 

3. Identify key contacts in the Northern Territory Government responsible for: 
 Facility permitting requirements 

 Dangerous goods transport 

 Safety requirements 

 Fire services 

 Other relevant agencies. 

4. Provide ABRI with an overview of regulatory requirements in the Northern Territory, for specific 
chemistries and mixed loads, including: 
 Storage limits/thresholds 

 Facility permits and related safety requirements  

 Transport of batteries within the state and into other jurisdictions 

 We would like an update on requirements including: 
 Waste codes applicable to specific battery chemistries and mixed loads 
 Government forms required to be submitted by the battery industry 
 Costs associated with any of the above. 

5. Identify any upcoming changes including efforts to harmonisation with other states including 
changes arising from ADG 7.7. 

6. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt the ADG Code into 
Australian law using the ‘applied legislation’ model. This is the same model used by jurisdictions to 
adopt amendments to the Heavy Vehicle National Law made by the Queensland Parliament.  
ABRI is of the view that this would greatly enhance industry compliance and efficiency both of 
which are essential as battery stewardship becomes an increasing priority  

7. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt create a common 
operations manual should be developed to be adopted by all jurisdictions to encourage a more 
uniform interpretation of the ADG.    

This information will enable us to develop clear and accurate information to members and the 
broader community and as a result improve compliance and safety.   

I look forward to working with each agency in relation to these matters to improve knowledge, 
understanding and consistency of compliance requirements and best practices in the industry. 

Your sincerely, 

 

Libby Chaplin 
CEO 
AUSTRALIAN BATTERY RECYCLING INITIATIVE
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E | secretariat@batteryrecycling.org.au 
T | 0467 515 260 

The Hon. Minister Mark McGowan MLA 
Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade 
5th Floor, Dumas House 
2 Havelock Street 
WEST PERTH WA 6005  

30 June 2020 
Harmonisation to support battery stewardship 

Dear Minister, 

The Australian Battery Recycling Initiative is a strong advocate for compliance as a means of creating 
a level playing field and protecting environmental health and safety of workers and the community.   
The current lack of harmonisation for storage and transport of used batteries presents many 
challenges for compliance in an emerging industry, since: 

 COVID19 has impacted the industry and will continue to do so directly and indirectly as (see 
attached presentation). 

 The regulatory environment is complex and difficult to navigate and implement. 

 Regulation of battery storage and transport differs by state – definitions, requirements & reporting 
systems. 

 Bureaucratic restrictions regarding battery storage and transport requirements that inhibit 
increased collections – battery recyclers are well suited to collecting all chemistries, but some 
jurisdictions do not allow this. 

 Different risk factors for different types of batteries and for mixed loads which are not reflected in 
consistent regulation.   

 Recyclers are required to navigate multiple agencies in order to identify and understand 
compliance requirements including: 
 Federal agencies such as the Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment 
 State and territory environment agencies/departments 
 State and territory work safe departments 
 State and territory fire authorities 
 Local councils. 

 As an example, one ABRI member is responsible for more than 60 different permits which must be 
renewed on a regular basis. 

 The cost of permitting varies significantly across jurisdictions and in some cases have become 
prohibitive. 

 Rapid expansion of the sector with the emergence of the proposed battery stewardship scheme 
will rely on improvements to harmonisation. 

 Is made more difficult with rapidly changing organisational structures, personnel, and 
responsibilities in government agencies. 

ABRI is seeking to support the industry by encouraging government action to improve safety and 
efficiency in the industry as the COVID19 recovery unfolds.  We also seek to enhance industry 
understanding of compliance requirements across national and state/territory jurisdictions.   Over the 
next few months we intend to update our government resources portal with the latest requirements 
and also to develop training materials to inform members and the broader industry to understand 
how to safely and legally manage battery storage and transport. 
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In this context we are writing to you to request that the Western Australian Government: 

1. Work with the Commonwealth Government to introduce single touch digital reporting for transport 
of batteries/dangerous goods, noting that:   

 This has been a priority for ABRI for some time as members believe this to be essential to 
facilitate market development in a sector where economic viability is marginal yet community 
benefit significant  

 The importance of this activity has escalated in the current climate as it would reduce 
potential for spread of the virus and protect workers far beyond the battery sector. 

2. Inform us of any existing or planned Western Australian Initiatives, policies or guidelines specifically 
addressing batteries, for example landfill bans, health and safety, facility management, circular 
economy, or stewardship. 

3. Identify key contacts in the Western Australian Government responsible for: 
 Facility permitting requirements 

 Dangerous goods transport 

 Safety requirements 

 Fire services 

 Other relevant agencies. 

4. Provide ABRI with an overview of regulatory requirements in Western Australia, for specific 
chemistries and mixed loads, including: 
 Storage limits/thresholds 

 Facility permits and related safety requirements  

 Transport of batteries within the state and into other jurisdictions 

 We would like an update on requirements including: 
 Waste codes applicable to specific battery chemistries and mixed loads 
 Government forms required to be submitted by the battery industry 
 Costs associated with any of the above. 

5. Identify any upcoming changes including efforts to harmonisation with other states including 
changes arising from ADG 7.7. 

6. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt the ADG Code into 
Australian law using the ‘applied legislation’ model. This is the same model used by jurisdictions to 
adopt amendments to the Heavy Vehicle National Law made by the Queensland Parliament.  
ABRI is of the view that this would greatly enhance industry compliance and efficiency both of 
which are essential as battery stewardship becomes an increasing priority  

7. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt create a common 
operations manual should be developed to be adopted by all jurisdictions to encourage a more 
uniform interpretation of the ADG.    

This information will enable us to develop clear and accurate information to members and the 
broader community and as a result improve compliance and safety.   

I look forward to working with each agency in relation to these matters to improve knowledge, 
understanding and consistency of compliance requirements and best practices in the industry. 

Your sincerely, 

 

Libby Chaplin 
CEO 
AUSTRALIAN BATTERY RECYCLING INITIATIVE
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E | secretariat@batteryrecycling.org.au 
T | 0467 515 260 

The Hon. Minister David Pisoni MP 
Minister for Innovation and Skills 
GPO Box 11071 
ADELAIDE SA 5001  
 

30 June 2020 
Harmonisation to support battery stewardship 

Dear Minister, 

The Australian Battery Recycling Initiative is a strong advocate for compliance as a means of creating 
a level playing field and protecting environmental health and safety of workers and the community.   
The current lack of harmonisation for storage and transport of used batteries presents many 
challenges for compliance in an emerging industry, since: 

 COVID19 has impacted the industry and will continue to do so directly and indirectly as (see 
attached presentation). 

 The regulatory environment is complex and difficult to navigate and implement. 

 Regulation of battery storage and transport differs by state – definitions, requirements & reporting 
systems. 

 Bureaucratic restrictions regarding battery storage and transport requirements that inhibit 
increased collections – battery recyclers are well suited to collecting all chemistries, but some 
jurisdictions do not allow this. 

 Different risk factors for different types of batteries and for mixed loads which are not reflected in 
consistent regulation.   

 Recyclers are required to navigate multiple agencies in order to identify and understand 
compliance requirements including: 
 Federal agencies such as the Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment 
 State and territory environment agencies/departments 
 State and territory work safe departments 
 State and territory fire authorities 
 Local councils. 

 As an example, one ABRI member is responsible for more than 60 different permits which must be 
renewed on a regular basis. 

 The cost of permitting varies significantly across jurisdictions and in some cases have become 
prohibitive. 

 Rapid expansion of the sector with the emergence of the proposed battery stewardship scheme 
will rely on improvements to harmonisation. 

 Is made more difficult with rapidly changing organisational structures, personnel, and 
responsibilities in government agencies. 

ABRI is seeking to support the industry by encouraging government action to improve safety and 
efficiency in the industry as the COVID19 recovery unfolds.  We also seek to enhance industry 
understanding of compliance requirements across national and state/territory jurisdictions.   Over the 
next few months we intend to update our government resources portal with the latest requirements 
and also to develop training materials to inform members and the broader industry to understand 
how to safely and legally manage battery storage and transport. 
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In this context we are writing to you to request that the South Australian Government: 

1. Work with the Commonwealth Government to introduce single touch digital reporting for transport 
of batteries/dangerous goods, noting that:   

 This has been a priority for ABRI for some time as members believe this to be essential to 
facilitate market development in a sector where economic viability is marginal yet community 
benefit significant  

 The importance of this activity has escalated in the current climate as it would reduce 
potential for spread of the virus and protect workers far beyond the battery sector. 

2. Inform us of any existing or planned South Australian Initiatives, policies or guidelines specifically 
addressing batteries, for example landfill bans, health and safety, facility management, circular 
economy, or stewardship. 

3. Identify key contacts in the South Australian Government responsible for: 
 Facility permitting requirements 

 Dangerous goods transport 

 Safety requirements 

 Fire services 

 Other relevant agencies. 

4. Provide ABRI with an overview of regulatory requirements in South Australia, for specific chemistries 
and mixed loads, including: 
 Storage limits/thresholds 

 Facility permits and related safety requirements  

 Transport of batteries within the state and into other jurisdictions 

 We would like an update on requirements including: 
 Waste codes applicable to specific battery chemistries and mixed loads 
 Government forms required to be submitted by the battery industry 
 Costs associated with any of the above. 

5. Identify any upcoming changes including efforts to harmonisation with other states including 
changes arising from ADG 7.7. 

6. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt the ADG Code into 
Australian law using the ‘applied legislation’ model. This is the same model used by jurisdictions to 
adopt amendments to the Heavy Vehicle National Law made by the Queensland Parliament.  
ABRI is of the view that this would greatly enhance industry compliance and efficiency both of 
which are essential as battery stewardship becomes an increasing priority  

7. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt create a common 
operations manual should be developed to be adopted by all jurisdictions to encourage a more 
uniform interpretation of the ADG.    

This information will enable us to develop clear and accurate information to members and the 
broader community and as a result improve compliance and safety.   

I look forward to working with each agency in relation to these matters to improve knowledge, 
understanding and consistency of compliance requirements and best practices in the industry. 

Your sincerely, 

 

Libby Chaplin 
CEO 
AUSTRALIAN BATTERY RECYCLING INITIATIVE
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T | 0467 515 260 

The Hon. Minister Jeremy Rockliff MP 
Minister for Advanced Manufacturing and Defence Industries 
Parliament House 
Hobart, Tasmania, 7000  

30 June 2020 
 

Harmonisation to support battery stewardship 

Dear Minister, 

The Australian Battery Recycling Initiative is a strong advocate for compliance as a means of creating 
a level playing field and protecting environmental health and safety of workers and the community.   
The current lack of harmonisation for storage and transport of used batteries presents many 
challenges for compliance in an emerging industry, since: 

 COVID19 has impacted the industry and will continue to do so directly and indirectly as (see 
attached presentation). 

 The regulatory environment is complex and difficult to navigate and implement. 

 Regulation of battery storage and transport differs by state – definitions, requirements & reporting 
systems. 

 Bureaucratic restrictions regarding battery storage and transport requirements that inhibit 
increased collections – battery recyclers are well suited to collecting all chemistries, but some 
jurisdictions do not allow this. 

 Different risk factors for different types of batteries and for mixed loads which are not reflected in 
consistent regulation.   

 Recyclers are required to navigate multiple agencies in order to identify and understand 
compliance requirements including: 
 Federal agencies such as the Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment 
 State and territory environment agencies/departments 
 State and territory work safe departments 
 State and territory fire authorities 
 Local councils. 

 As an example, one ABRI member is responsible for more than 60 different permits which must be 
renewed on a regular basis. 

 The cost of permitting varies significantly across jurisdictions and in some cases have become 
prohibitive. 

 Rapid expansion of the sector with the emergence of the proposed battery stewardship scheme 
will rely on improvements to harmonisation. 

 Is made more difficult with rapidly changing organisational structures, personnel, and 
responsibilities in government agencies. 

ABRI is seeking to support the industry by encouraging government action to improve safety and 
efficiency in the industry as the COVID19 recovery unfolds.  We also seek to enhance industry 
understanding of compliance requirements across national and state/territory jurisdictions.   Over the 
next few months we intend to update our government resources portal with the latest requirements 
and also to develop training materials to inform members and the broader industry to understand 
how to safely and legally manage battery storage and transport. 
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In this context we are writing to you to request that the Tasmanian Government: 

1. Work with the Commonwealth Government to introduce single touch digital reporting for transport 
of batteries/dangerous goods, noting that:   

 This has been a priority for ABRI for some time as members believe this to be essential to 
facilitate market development in a sector where economic viability is marginal yet community 
benefit significant  

 The importance of this activity has escalated in the current climate as it would reduce 
potential for spread of the virus and protect workers far beyond the battery sector. 

2. Inform us of any existing or planned Tasmanian Initiatives, policies or guidelines specifically 
addressing batteries, for example landfill bans, health and safety, facility management, circular 
economy, or stewardship. 

3. Identify key contacts in the Tasmanian Government responsible for: 
 Facility permitting requirements 

 Dangerous goods transport 

 Safety requirements 

 Fire services 

 Other relevant agencies. 

4. Provide ABRI with an overview of regulatory requirements in Tasmania, for specific chemistries and 
mixed loads, including: 
 Storage limits/thresholds 

 Facility permits and related safety requirements  

 Transport of batteries within the state and into other jurisdictions 

 We would like an update on requirements including: 
 Waste codes applicable to specific battery chemistries and mixed loads 
 Government forms required to be submitted by the battery industry 
 Costs associated with any of the above. 

5. Identify any upcoming changes including efforts to harmonisation with other states including 
changes arising from ADG 7.7. 

6. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt the ADG Code into 
Australian law using the ‘applied legislation’ model. This is the same model used by jurisdictions to 
adopt amendments to the Heavy Vehicle National Law made by the Queensland Parliament.  
ABRI is of the view that this would greatly enhance industry compliance and efficiency both of 
which are essential as battery stewardship becomes an increasing priority  

7. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt create a common 
operations manual should be developed to be adopted by all jurisdictions to encourage a more 
uniform interpretation of the ADG.    

This information will enable us to develop clear and accurate information to members and the 
broader community and as a result improve compliance and safety.   

I look forward to working with each agency in relation to these matters to improve knowledge, 
understanding and consistency of compliance requirements and best practices in the industry. 

Your sincerely, 

 

Libby Chaplin 
CEO 
AUSTRALIAN BATTERY RECYCLING INITIATIVE

A|606 High Street Kew VIC 3101 
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The Hon. Minister John Barilaro MP 
Minister for Regional New South Wales, Industry and Trade 
 

30 June 2020 
 

Harmonisation to support battery stewardship 

 

Dear Minister, 

The Australian Battery Recycling Initiative is a strong advocate for compliance as a means of creating 
a level playing field and protecting environmental health and safety of workers and the community.   
The current lack of harmonisation for storage and transport of used batteries presents many 
challenges for compliance in an emerging industry, since: 

 COVID19 has impacted the industry and will continue to do so directly and indirectly as (see 
attached presentation). 

 The regulatory environment is complex and difficult to navigate and implement. 

 Regulation of battery storage and transport differs by state – definitions, requirements & reporting 
systems. 

 Bureaucratic restrictions regarding battery storage and transport requirements that inhibit 
increased collections – battery recyclers are well suited to collecting all chemistries, but some 
jurisdictions do not allow this. 

 Different risk factors for different types of batteries and for mixed loads which are not reflected in 
consistent regulation.   

 Recyclers are required to navigate multiple agencies in order to identify and understand 
compliance requirements including: 
 Federal agencies such as the Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment 
 State and territory environment agencies/departments 
 State and territory work safe departments 
 State and territory fire authorities 
 Local councils. 

 As an example, one ABRI member is responsible for more than 60 different permits which must be 
renewed on a regular basis. 

 The cost of permitting varies significantly across jurisdictions and in some cases have become 
prohibitive. 

 Rapid expansion of the sector with the emergence of the proposed battery stewardship scheme 
will rely on improvements to harmonisation. 

 Is made more difficult with rapidly changing organisational structures, personnel, and 
responsibilities in government agencies. 

ABRI is seeking to support the industry by encouraging government action to improve safety and 
efficiency in the industry as the COVID19 recovery unfolds.  We also seek to enhance industry 
understanding of compliance requirements across national and state/territory jurisdictions.   Over the 
next few months we intend to update our government resources portal with the latest requirements 
and also to develop training materials to inform members and the broader industry to understand 
how to safely and legally manage battery storage and transport. 
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In this context we are writing to you to request that the New South Wales Government: 

1. Work with the Commonwealth Government to introduce single touch digital reporting for transport 
of batteries/dangerous goods, noting that:   

 This has been a priority for ABRI for some time as members believe this to be essential to 
facilitate market development in a sector where economic viability is marginal yet community 
benefit significant  

 The importance of this activity has escalated in the current climate as it would reduce 
potential for spread of the virus and protect workers far beyond the battery sector. 

2. Inform us of any existing or planned New South Wales Initiatives, policies or guidelines specifically 
addressing batteries, for example landfill bans, health and safety, facility management, circular 
economy, or stewardship. 

3. Identify key contacts in the New South Wales Government responsible for: 
 Facility permitting requirements 

 Dangerous goods transport 

 Safety requirements 

 Fire services 

 Other relevant agencies. 

4. Provide ABRI with an overview of regulatory requirements in New South Wales, for specific 
chemistries and mixed loads, including: 
 Storage limits/thresholds 

 Facility permits and related safety requirements  

 Transport of batteries within the state and into other jurisdictions 

 We would like an update on requirements including: 
 Waste codes applicable to specific battery chemistries and mixed loads 
 Government forms required to be submitted by the battery industry 
 Costs associated with any of the above. 

5. Identify any upcoming changes including efforts to harmonisation with other states including 
changes arising from ADG 7.7. 

6. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt the ADG Code into 
Australian law using the ‘applied legislation’ model. This is the same model used by jurisdictions to 
adopt amendments to the Heavy Vehicle National Law made by the Queensland Parliament.  
ABRI is of the view that this would greatly enhance industry compliance and efficiency both of 
which are essential as battery stewardship becomes an increasing priority  

7. Support the option identified by the National Transport Commission to adopt create a common 
operations manual should be developed to be adopted by all jurisdictions to encourage a more 
uniform interpretation of the ADG.    

This information will enable us to develop clear and accurate information to members and the 
broader community and as a result improve compliance and safety.   

I look forward to working with each agency in relation to these matters to improve knowledge, 
understanding and consistency of compliance requirements and best practices in the industry. 

Your sincerely, 

 

Libby Chaplin 
CEO 
AUSTRALIAN BATTERY RECYCLING INITIATIVE 




